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COUNCIL leaders from across the 
area have called upon the government 
to act now over the unacceptable 
levels of untreated sewage that pours 
into our harbours each year. 

In an open letter sent to the Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs, George Eustice, council-
lors from Portsmouth, Chichester and 
Havant have joined forces with the har-
bourmasters from Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy and Langstone Harbour 
Board to say that enough talking has 
been done now and the issue of storm-
water discharges must be given priority. 

They have requested a meeting with 
Mr Eustice to thrash out a plan for 
how to stop Southern Water polluting 
Portsmouth, Chichester and Langstone 
harbours with stormwater discharges 
which are damaging the harbours’ deli-
cate ecosystems. 

Richard Craven is director and 
harbourmaster of Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy and one of the signatories 
to the letter to Mr Eustice. 

He said: ‘The condition of the Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), which 
comprises nearly all of Chichester Har-
bour, has recently been downgraded by 
Natural England. 

‘One of the reasons for this is the loss 
of saltmarsh and seagrass beds, over 
many years, caused by, among oth-
er things, an excess of nitrates in the 
water. 

‘A source of nitrates is the storm 
discharges from local wastewater 
treatment works which operate well in 
excess of national guidelines. 

‘Chichester Harbour Conservancy 
are concerned that this and other issues 
impacting on the harbour environment 
should be given the high priority they 
deserve.’

Southern Water has previously stated 
it will cost many billions of pounds to 
upgrade its ancient sewage pipes and 
increase capacity so that it does not 
have to release stormwater in harbours. 
n Turn to page 5 for more on this 
story.
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A celandine snapped by Pauline Corfield, from Rowlands Castle,  
on the footpath to St Hubert’s Church, Idsworth. Turn to pages 24 
and 25 for more beautiful photos from our readers.

Book your boots today - Regular price £6-£8 
Facebook: KTroo - Havant Emsworth Westbourne
donnabramich@ktroo.com
07966 490368

KTroo bouncy exercise classes (up to 80% less impact)
Mondays 6-7pm Westbourne
Tuesdays 6-7pm Havant
Wednesdays 7-8pm Fareham
Thursdays 6-7pm Westbourne
Saturdays 9:30-10:30am See Facebook for Location 
*Children 10+ welcome with parent/guardian

School Workshops & Kids's
Parties are also back! 
 www.KTroo.com

A Star Landscaping is a family run
business covering Hampshire, with over 

15 years experience in all drainage
driveway and landscape installations

07784 971814
www.astarlandscapingltd.co.uk

Your pictures reveal winter 
giving way to spring ...



Dear readers, 
On my travels around the Border Times villages, I bumped into 
a lady called Lorraine in Rowlands Castle, armed with a litter 
picking stick, collecting big bags of rubbish. 

She explained that she does this several times a week, 
picking up after people who come and enjoy the village but 
unfortunately leave their coffee cups and energy bar wrappers 
behind for someone else to dispose of. 

Lorraine is just one of the many residents who quietly go about 
our villages, keeping them clean and tidy, without trumpeting 
what they do. 

The same goes for all the volunteers on residents’ associations, 
village associations, parish councils, and just great neighbours 
who have supported self-isolating residents throughout the 
pandemic. 

So, thank you to all those who go about quietly being brilliant 
– for the benefit of all of us. 

Another thank you now, this time to all the businesses which 
kindly accommodate our Border Times stands so those who 
don’t have the paper delivered can keep up with all the news. 

Emsworth and Rowlands Castle Home Hardware stores, 
Southbourne Co-op and Stansted Garden Shop have all been 
extremely generous to us and we hope our readers will repay 
their generosity by supporting their stores. 

Elise 
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providing the highest quality searches and reports to conveyancers and solicitors in the

south of England since 2005.
 www.hwconveyancingsearches.co.uk
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Mum’s the word for WI president

Rowlands Castle WI president Emily Olson with Persephone, left. Picture by 
Jennifer Sinclair. Above: The Rowlands Castle WI International Women’s Day 
display overlooking The Green. 

ROWLANDS Castle Women’s In-
stitute celebrate their 75th birth-
day this year. 

Celebrations may be somewhat 
curtailed due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, but there is a sense of hope 
and optimism amongst our mem-
bers. 

While we look forward to a time 
when we are all vaccinated and can 
meet face to face once again, we 
have had a timely reminder that 
life goes on whatever difficulties we 
may face. 

Emily Olson, our new presi-
dent,  gave birth to her first child, a 
daughter, in November. 

We believe Persephone Beatrice is 
the first child to be born to a serv-
ing president in our WI’s history.

In true WI style, Emily, 36, at-
tended a Zoom committee meeting 
the night before Persephone was 
induced and passed the time in 
hospital waiting for her to arrive by 
reading her copy of WI Life!

Arriving home shortly after the  
birth Emily was greatly touched 
by the avalanche of cards, toys and 
clothes which were sent to her and 
Persephone by Rowlands Castle WI 
members, many hand-knitted or 
crocheted. 

Coronavirus may be affecting all 
our lives, but our wonderful mem-
bers are using the enforced down 
time to think of others. 

In addition to crafting 
Persephone’s wonderful gifts, our 
members have been busy making 
masks, volunteering to help anyone 
shielding and collecting food for 
our local food bank.

Commenting on giving birth in 
such challenging times, Emily said, 
‘Finding out as we entered a pan-
demic that I was pregnant was pret-
ty mind-blowing, but the support 
from the members was fantastic. 

‘I can’t wait for them to be able to 
meet her face to face.’ 

Persephone has ‘attended’ many 
Zoom meetings, including a Speak-
er Selection Day proving that versa-
tility and flexibility will be absolute-
ly key for us all in the new normal.

As we look forward to a time 
when we can meet again with 
friends and family, we are keeping 
ourselves busy with a packed pro-
gramme of online activities – from 
afternoon teas to quizzes and guest 
speakers. 

Planned topics include Britain’s 
First Railway Murder and The 
Ghosts of Hampton Court.

We welcome enquiries for pro-
spective new members. Contact: 
Cathy Craggs, secretary, on 07494 
901075  / rowlandscastlesec@
hampshirewi.org.uk. Find us on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter or 
at hampshirewi.org.uk

T: 01243 377 883
wine@pdnwines.com
www.pdnwines.com

Portal, Dingwall & Norris
48 Main Road
Hermitage
Emsworth
PO10 8AU

Join our Wine Club!
Tell us what you like and we’ll deliver 
wine to your door weekly, fortnightly 
or monthly. Order from our stock or 
let us pick for you.

From just £29 
Join us now!

10% off  
your first 

box!

Proud to be an
Emsworth business!

Wine & Spirit Merchants

We stock a wide range of 
wines and spirits in our 
Emsworth store.

01243 377883

FREE local
delivery!

By Jackie Oliver, Rowlands Castle WI
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AN Emsworth councillor has taken 
up a new role at a charity dedicated 
to inspiring and preparing young 
people for the world of work. 

Richard Kennett has represent-
ed the village on Havant Borough 
Council for the past four years. 

He is now also the chief executive 
officer of EBP South, the Educa-
tion Business Partnership covering 
Hampshire and adjoining counties.

Mr Kennett, a father of two, said: 
‘I am delighted and excited to have 
been appointed CEO of EBP South. 

The EBP is a charity that aims to 
inspire and prepare young people 
for the world of work, a vision that 
has never been more important.  

‘Working with schools, business-
es and local authorities, our pro-
gramme includes careers guidance 
and work experience. 

‘Having worked in higher edu-
cation for over 25 years and also 
in the charity sector as a Samari-
tans volunteer for 15 years, I am 
looking forward to leading such a 
life-changing organisation.’ 

Mr Kennett said local businesses 
of all sizes are key to EBP’s work by 

providing volunteer mentors, host-
ing work experience (virtual and 
face to face) and attending school 
events to inform and inspire our 
future workforce.’

Mr Kennett added: ‘As an 
Emsworth councillor since 2017 
and father of two, I recognise EBP’s 
critical role providing the best 
possible information, advice and 
guidance for our young people, so 
they can make informed decisions.’

If you would like to know more 
and explore partnership opportu-
nities with EBP, Mr Kennett would 
love to hear from you. 

Email rkennett@ebpsouth.co.uk

Second fatal dog attack 
on deer within weeks
DOG owners are being urged 
to keep their pets under control 
after two deer were killed in 
Stansted Forest. 

Michael Prior, head forester at 
the Rowlands Castle estate, spoke 
out on Facebook following the 
attacks last month. 

Mr Prior said: ‘On Saturday 
morning (March 6th) I had the 
unhappy task of putting down 
another deer on the estate that had 
been attacked by dogs. 

‘It had been reported by a 
helpful member of the public and 
when found it could only drag 
itself along having lost the use of 
its back legs. 

‘The pandemic has seen a 
sharp rise in dog ownership, but 
unfortunately not in the training 
of many of them and some 

people believe exercising a dog 
is releasing it into the nearest 
woodland to have fun. 

‘All dogs have the potential to 
chase game and other wildlife and 
if you cannot see your dog, it is 
probably up to no good. 

‘We are also coming up to 
the breeding season and many 
ground nesting birds are disturbed 
by the constant attention of 
free-ranging  dogs. 

‘Dog ownership brings 
responsibilities and, if you 
cannot keep it close by with 
voice commands, it should be 
kept on a lead.’

Out of control dogs have also 
attacked birds at Emsworth Mill 
Pond during lockdown. 

Farmers have the right to kill 
dogs if they worry livestock. 

HAMPSHIRE County Council 
is urging all young carers in the 
county to get in touch so they can 
access support. 

Young carers are aged between 
five and 16 and look after a family 
member who needs support due to 
disability or illness.

Councillor Patricia Stallard, Ex-
ecutive Lead Member for Children’s 
Services, said: ‘Young carers often 
do more in the home than another 
child of the same age might have 
to, including nursing and looking 
after the personal needs of family 
members such as a parent, sibling 
or grandparent. 

‘We estimate that there are more 
than 5,000 young carers within 
Hampshire. Sadly, young carers 
of all age groups are more likely 
to struggle in class and have low 
attendance due to their caring 
responsibilities. They are likely to 
be under extra pressure due to the 
pandemic, so it is now even more 
important they have the support 
they need and deserve.

‘Schools and Children’s Services 
do a great job of identifying these 

young carers and helping them find 
the right support, but it can be a 
hidden burden and some young 
people inevitably don’t get the sup-
port they need. 

‘If you know of a young person in 
this situation – and they may not 
even realise they are a young car-
er – there are local projects all over 
Hampshire, funded by the County 
Council, which offer emotional 
support, and access to practical help 
and social and leisure opportunities 
they may otherwise miss out on. 

‘Please ask them to get in touch 
with their local organisation.’

Friends and neighbours can help 
by referring any young carers aged 
16 and under to hants.gov.uk/social-
careandhealth/childrenandfamilies/
supportyoungpeople/youngcarers 
for information about the support 
available, and how to access it.

Young carers can find out more 
about projects in their area on the 
Hampshire Young Carers Alliance 
website at hyca.org.uk/carers-proj-
ects They can Children’s Services on  
0300 555 1384 or email childrens.
services@hants.gov.uk. 

Exciting new charity role 

CHICHESTER Harbour Conser-
vancy has developed a new Plan-
ning Principle on Houseboats. 

Once adopted, it will be used to 
guide the conservancy’s response 
to applications for planning per-
mission for new houseboats within 
the AONB that are submitted to the 
Local Planning Authority. 

The conservancy is inviting 
the interested general public 
to provide feedback on the 
wording of Planning Principle 19 
until April 30th. 

Dr Richard Austin, AONB Man-
ager commented ‘The emergence 
of houseboats in recent years is an 
industry growth area. 

‘The conservancy has taken the 
view that this needs to be regulated, 
balancing the needs of local com-
munities, businesses and the land-
scape of the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. 

‘We have therefore developed 
a new draft Planning Principle 
to guide our thinking and we 

would welcome views on this 
emerging document.’

For the purposes of clarity, Prin-
cipal 19 concerns the planning 
considerations for a new houseboat. 

The conservancy also has con-
senting powers, established under 
Section 40 of the Chichester Har-
bour Conservancy Act of 1971. 

The new Consent for a Houseboat 
application form is not subject to 
public consultation.

It is anticipated this new form will 
be published in May 2021.

To view the new Planning Princi-
ple, visit conservancy.co.uk. 

Any comments should be sent to 
richard.austin@conservancy.co.uk. 

After the deadline of April 30th all 
feedback will be considered by the 
Conservancy’s Planning Committee 
at their next meeting. 

A summary consultation report 
will then be published online.

The consultation document 
is available to view directly at: 
conservancy.co.uk/page/planning

Harbour houseboats
Support for young carers

EBP South CEO Richard Kennett
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SEVEN local authorities and har-
bour boards have joined forces to 
urge the government to take swift 
action over sewage discharges into 
Langstone and Chichester harbours. 

Havant, Chichester, Portsmouth, 
West Sussex and Hampshire councils 
have teamed up with Langstone Har-
bour Board and Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy to say they have done 
enough talking and action needs to 
be taken to stop the untreated sewage 
discharges by Southern Water damag-
ing the harbours’ delicate ecosystems. 

They have all signed an open letter 
sent to George Eustice, Secretary of 
State for Environment, Food and Ru-
ral Affairs requesting a meeting with 
government to address the unaccept-
able levels of sewage discharges into 
local harbours.

The letter said: ‘We are writing on 
behalf of our respective authorities to 
ask for a roundtable meeting with you 
and other relevant parties to discuss 
the many discharges that flow into 
both harbours.

‘We welcome recent developments, 
such as a forum overseen by the MP 
for Havant and Chichester Council’s 
complaint to OFWAT (as reported in 
last month’s Border Times).

‘However, we remain concerned 
that, unless there is significant, na-
tionally-driven change, discharges will 
continue. 

‘We know how they affect the quali-
ty of environment and wildlife, as well 
as the ability of people to enjoy and 
earn a living from these harbours. 

‘We have all done a lot of talking. 
We owe it to residents and harbour 
users to deliver action that will benefit 
them.

‘A roundtable will enable open dis-
cussion of the problems faced, barri-
ers to overcoming them and, we hope, 
deliverable solutions. 

‘We appreciate that it is unlikely to 
occur until after 6 May, but we hope it 
can be achieved soon afterwards.’

Councillor Michael Wilson is one of 
the signatories. 

He said: ‘As both the leader of Ha-
vant Borough Council and a member 
of the Langstone Harbour Board, I 

have been urging a joint authority ap-
proach to government to curtail these 
unacceptable discharges into our two 
harbours. 

‘We all share residents and 
beach-users’ concerns about the 
discharges, but the fact is that whilst 
there are a number of unlawful dis-
charges of raw sewage, most are legal 
within the current regulations. 

‘They are allowed in exceptional 
circumstances to prevent flooding of 
peoples’ homes. 

‘Unfortunately, the exceptional cir-
cumstances are fairly regular. 

‘The second concern is the quality of 
the processed waste water.

‘I am aware that Southern Water is 
working on improvements, but the 
issue is acute in Chichester Harbour 
where the discharge is straight into 
the enclosed harbour rather than via a 
long sea outflow.

‘As local and harbour authorities 
we can highlight our concerns, but 
it is ultimately, a matter for govern-
ment and the Environment Agency to 
tighten the regulations, increase the 
fines and ensure that Southern Water 
improves its woeful record. 

‘This is why we are seeking a meet-
ing with the Secretary of State to 
express our concerns at the highest 
level.’

The signatories of the letter to 
George Eustice:
n Councillor Darren Sanders - Chair-
man of the Langstone Harbour Board 
/ Portsmouth City Council
n Councillor Jeremy Hunt - Chair-
man of Chichester Harbour Conser-
vancy / West Sussex County Council
n Councillor Jackie Branson - Vice 
Chairman of the Langstone Harbour 
Board / Havant Borough Council
n Councillor Keith Mans - Leader 
Hampshire County Council
n Councillor Deborah Urquhart  - 
Cabinet Member for the Environment 
West Sussex County Council
n Councillor Michael Wilson - Lead-
er Havant Borough Council
n Councillor Eileen Lintill - Leader - 
Chichester District Council
n Councillor Gerald Vernon-Jackson 
- Leader – Portsmouth City Council

               News   Border Times   

Councils join forces to act against 
‘woeful’ harbour sewage discharges

Chichester Harbour               Pic: Chichester Harbour Conservancy
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Worrying results in shrimp study
NEW research has found shrimp-like creatures 
in Langstone Harbour have 70 per cent less 
sperm than less polluted locations. 

The research by the University of Portsmouth 
revealed individual shrimp living in the survey 
area are six times less numerous per square metre 
than those living in cleaner waters.

 This discovery mirrors similar findings in 
other creatures, including humans.  Professor of 
Biology, Alex Ford, the scientist leading research, 
believes pollutants might be to blame, further 
highlighted by this latest research. 

He said: ‘We normally study the effect of chem-
icals on species after the water has been treat-
ed. The shrimp that we have tested are often in 
untreated water. The study site suffers from storm 
water surges, which is likely to become more 
common with climate change. 

‘This means that the creatures could be exposed 
to lots of different contaminants via sewage, 
historical landfills and legacy chemicals such as 
those in anti-fouling paints. There is a direct re-
lationship between the incidence of high rainfall 
events and in the levels of untreated sewage.’ 

Professor Ford describes the shrimp as ‘the 

canary in the mine’ – concerned that the plight 
of the shrimp is only just the tip of the iceberg 
in terms of fertility problems in male creatures, 
both great and small.

‘It is thought that some male fertility prob-
lems are related to pollution,’ said Professor 
Ford. ‘It may not be the same pollutants, but it 
is all chemicals that are being released into the 
environment. It is not being stopped and, more 
importantly, the effects are not being properly 
monitored or understood.’ 

Most male fertility research has historically fo-
cused on vertebrate species.  Very little is known 
about the effects of pollution on invertebrate fer-
tility, especially those amphipods at the bottom 
of the food chain.  

A decade ago, University of Portsmouth scien-
tists observed little shrimp with very low sperm 
counts in nearby Langstone Harbour. Surprised 
by such a result, they decided to monitor the 
animals over the next 10 years.  

Marina Tenório Botelho, a University of Ports-
mouth PHD student, was given the task of data 
mining the decade’s worth of statistics. Her rou-
tine study uncovered a worrying reality that these 

animals have consistently low sperm similar to 
those in areas that are industrially contaminated. 

Professor Ford explains that other marine crea-
tures are also suffering: ‘We know that pollutants 
are affecting male fertility levels of all species. 

‘Killer whales around our coasts are contam-
inated with so many pollutants that some can’t 
reproduce.’

Researchers have been looking at worldwide 
declines in sperm counts of humans over the past 
50 years. In some countries, a boy born today will 
have half the sperm count of his grandfather and 
there are fears boys are getting critically close to 
being infertile.

 Marina Tenório Botelho’s research also showed 
female shrimp produce fewer numbers of eggs 
and appear in low densities in the same waters. It 
suggests that because male shrimps’ capacity to 
fertilise females is compromised, the females in 
turn have fewer eggs. 

Scientists are concerned this could lead to a 
population collapse in the area, which would 
have a knock on effect on the rest of the food 
chain. Less food to go round would also eventu-
ally mean fewer birds and fish in the region.

Border Times   News   

Kütchenhaus Petersfield 33 High Street, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3JR
Call us on: 01730 231200  or email: showroom@petersfield.kutchenhaus.co.uk
For more detailed information about kütchenhaus kitchens: www.kutchenhaus.co.uk  

Largest German kitchen retailer 
in the U.K

Supply only or fully installed

Free design service

Factory built rigid carcases

Finance options available

Now Open
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Home Instead®  today.

Home Help 
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Live-in Care 

Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2021.

02394 249682
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Charity hamper raises £600 
for the Bring Joy Foundation
LOCAL at-home care company, Home Instead 
Havant, is over the moon to have beaten the 
Bring Joy Foundation’s Challenge 500 of rais-
ing £500, by raising an amazing £600 for the 
charity.

£1 tickets were purchased to be in with the 
chance of winning a hamper full of more than 40 
goodies. 

The money raised for the Bring Joy Foundation 
will help fund local community groups that en-
hance and enrich the lives of seniors by keeping 
them fit, active, healthy and more importantly, 
connected and contributing to their local com-
munities.

Mark Gettinby, owner of Home Instead Havant, 
commented on the fundraising challenge: ‘Our 
elderly community has had a really tough time 
recently. 

‘Most, if not all, have been self-isolating due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic, which has left some 
feeling lonely and isolated because they have not 
been able to interact with other people, especial-
ly their loved ones, in the ways that they would 
normally. 

‘Now, more than ever, we need to ensure our 
elderly loved ones are protected and connected.

‘The Bring Joy Foundation brings people safely 
together, whether that is in person or through the 
use of connective technology to re-establish those 
vital personal connections that make us all smile 
and help us to remember who we are.’

Mark continued: ‘We’d like to thank our office 
team and caregivers for donating goodies for the 
hamper, and to everyone who purchased a ticket, 
or two, to win the hamper.

‘Congratulations to Hilary and Paul Gilson,  
pictured, the winners of the hamper. They were 
absolutely delighted with their win. 

They enjoyed some of the array of 40 goodies, 
however the majority they passed on to their 
local church for careful distribution to local fami-
lies in need. Wonderful!’

To find out more about Home Instead Havant 
and the services they offer, please call 02394 
249683 or visit www.homeinstead.co.uk/havant

Hamper winners Hilary and Paul Gilson
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Andy Lee 1957 - 2021

By Lisa Walker with contributions 
from Alex Finch 
RARELY has the phrase ‘he had 
so much more to give’ been truer 
than in the case of Andy Lee, who 
died in March having lived with 
cancer for more than three years.

Andy’s interest in his local com-
munity of Finchdean, his concern 
for others and love for the wider 
environment of the South Downs 
led to a very active retirement after 
working in the financial services 
sector for many years.

He joined and later chaired the 
local Flood Action Group, which 
sought to alleviate flooding in the 
area and help those residents most 
affected. 

The group developed a very effi-
cient operation to ensure all ditches 
were cleared before and during the 
flooding season to allow any flood 
waters to flow on unimpeded. 

Never afraid to muck in, Andy 
was often to be found in his waders 
removing blockages from ditches 
and culverts as the water swirled 
around him. 

His role involved regular liaison 
with officers from East Hampshire 
District Council, Hampshire Coun-
ty Council and the Environment 
Agency. The group was held in high 
regard, so much so that Andy’s 
advice was sought by other commu-
nities with similar flooding issues.

In his wish to contribute further 
to the community, Andy was elected 
to Rowlands Castle Parish Council 
in May 2015 and remained a stal-
wart member until his resignation 
in January this year. 

As well as championing the 
interests of residents of Finchdean 
and beyond, he took the lead on 
environmental, conservation and 
transport issues. 

His balanced and dedicated ap-
proach to all aspects of the council 
work was greatly valued, particu-
larly his ability to identify the nub 
of any issue and give a concise and 
considered response.

On a broader front, Andy served 
as a trustee for FitzRoy, a nation-
al charity supporting adults with 
learning difficulties, a role he found 
deeply rewarding.

At home, he and his partner Alex 
were often to be seen trundling 
round the village with wheelbar-
rows as they tended their sheep, 
ducks, chickens and horse on their 
small-holding. 

He was an enthusiastic cook, a 
real ale aficionado, a keen gardener 
and a Crystal Palace supporter.

He also had a lifelong interest in 
the railways and enjoyed both rail 
travel and history, as well as pos-
sessing an encyclopaedic knowledge 
of railway timetables!

His innate kindness meant that 
even as his illness progressed, he 
was still more interested in how 
others were feeling and kept regular 
contact with so many even though 
personal visits were cruelly limited 
due to the pandemic. 

His knowledge, enthusiasm, 
compassion and downright decency 
were admired by so many, as is clear 
from the many condolence messag-
es received. 

He will be sorely missed.

Councillor Andy Lee, who has died aged 63. His beloved Finchdean, right
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A 10-YEAR-OLD has rallied his friends to join him on a 15-mile walk 
around Hayling Island in order to support children in war-torn Yemen. 

Emsworth youngster Lucas Pollard was so moved by the plight of starv-
ing children in the Arab world’s poorest country that he knew he had to do 
something to help. 

Yemen is so blighted by civil war that children rummage through rubbish 
tips to find food to feed themselves and their families. 

Lucas chose to raise money for UNICEF, which provides humanitarian 
and developmental aid to children worldwide, and has so far smashed his 
original target of £200 and is now close to £3,000. 

He said: ‘I read about the children my age and younger who are starving 
in Yemen and it made me really sad, so we all decided to try to fundraise to 
make a difference. 

‘We want to be able to help them by fundraising to provide food and 
shelter.’

Lucas has been training with his parents and 12-year-old brother, Alex. 
He will be joined on the day by a group of friends from across the area aged 
between eight and 13. 

His mum, Lissie, the founder of Final Straw Solent environmental charity, 
said: ‘We are so proud of him for taking the initiative to try to raise money 
for the children and people so desperately in need in Yemen. 

‘He has always been a really thoughtful and compassionate boy and I 
hope that stays with him for life.

‘He read about the crisis in Yemen and we have watched some of the news 
coverage about how people are struggling, it really brings it home how 
lucky we are in this country. 

‘I think it struck a chord with him and it’s amazing that he and his friends 
are doing something so positive to help others.’ 

The situation in Yemen is devastating. Years of fighting has already 
pushed its health system to the brink of collapse. 

Millions of children lack access to clean water and sanitation facilities and 
are in desperate need of basic healthcare. 

Malnutrition is also at an all-time high. Two million children are acute-
ly malnourished and more than 368,000 children under five are suffering 
from severe acute malnutrition and urgently need life-saving food to sur-
vive.

The walk takes place on April 3rd and you can support Lucas and his 
friends by making a donation at justgiving.com/fundraising/pollard-miles-
for-kids

Caring Lucas walks for starving Yemeni children

Council tax rise agreed for residents in 
Southbourne and Westbourne
CHICHESTER District Councillors 
agreed to increase the average council 
tax bill by £5 for a Band D property 
and use reserves for the first time in 
years in order to protect vital services 
across the district.

The decision was made at Chich-
ester District Council’s Full Council 
meeting on March 2nd, where a £5 
(three per cent) rise was agreed. 

This means that the average Band D 
council tax payer will pay just over £3 
a week for the 80 plus services provid-
ed by the council – 47 pence a day.

‘Like many other organisations, our 
council’s finances have been signifi-
cantly affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic,’ explained Councillor Peter 
Wilding, Cabinet Member for Finance 
at Chichester District Council. 

‘During this time we have been 
working hard to adapt and review 
what we are doing in order to support 
our communities, so that we could 
minimise the financial impact on our 
residents.’

The council provides more than 80 

different services, including:
n Collecting waste and recycling
n Determining planning applications  
n Reducing rough sleeping
n Starting work on providing 17 flats 
for people who are homeless and 
working to increase short-stay accom-
modation
n  Supporting Chichester Festival 
Theatre and Pallant House Gallery
n Supporting more than 100 people 
with essential shopping and medica-
tion deliveries
n Holding weekly welfare chats with 
vulnerable residents
n Issuing more than £47m in business 
rate and discretionary grants.
n Providing £500,000 for grant 
schemes to help eligible businesses 
and community groups with their 
recovery plans.

The council collects the council tax, 
but only keeps around nine per cent 
of this. The other 91 per cent is then 
distributed to West Sussex County 
Council, The Police and Crime Com-
missioner and parish councils.

Jarrath Cush DipPFS
Wealth Management Consultant 
Telephone: 01489 555 180
Mobile: 07825 877 011
Email: Jarrath.Cush@sjpp.co.uk
www.eightwealthmanagement.co.uk

Eight Wealth Management Ltd is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth
Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising

solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s
website www.sjp.co.uk/products.

Putting you at the heart of everything

• Later Life Planning
• Investment Planning
• Trust & Estate Planning

• Pension & Retirement Planning
• Inheritance Tax Planning
• Personal & Business Protection

Trusts are not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Fundraiser Lucas Pollard on a training walk around Hayling
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Council aims to tackle obesity 
with free online slimming course
HAMPSHIRE residents seeking help to lose 
weight can now access face-to-face virtual 
coaching, online workshops and on-demand 
fitness classes, all available in your own home 
via Zoom.

It forms part of a free 12-week programme 
funded by Hampshire County Council in part-
nership with Weight Watchers (WW), to provide 
support to those who most need it to achieve and 
maintain a healthier weight.

In Hampshire it is estimated that two-thirds of 
the population have excess weight and nearly one 
fifth are not active enough for good health.  

Further, living with excess weight puts people 
at greater risk of serious illness or death from 
Covid-19, with risk growing substantially as 
body mass index (BMI) increases. 

The pandemic has shown the impact that living 
with obesity can have on people’s health and it is 
more important than ever to help people to move 
towards a healthier weight.

Councillor Judith Grajewski, responsible for 

Public Health at Hampshire County Council, 
said: ‘Being overweight or obese can put people 
at risk of ill health so we are delighted that this 
expert support is now available, at convenient 
and flexible times to help keep people motivated.’

She added: ‘Sleeping better, reducing aches and 
pains, lowering cholesterol and cutting the risk 
of serious illness such as heart disease, cancers 
and diabetes are just some of the benefits of the 
programme for anyone who is overweight. 

‘This support, available now, will make a real 
difference to people’s health and wellbeing and 
help them to live healthier lives for longer.’

At WW in Hampshire, online group and 
one-to-one meetings via Zoom now replace the 
sessions that have traditionally taken place in 
community halls. 

Members can choose a coach from the many 
around the UK to gain help with goal setting and 
maintaining progress. 

Recognising the link between healthy eating, 
physical activity and mental health, the pro-

gramme also includes free access to a mental 
wellbeing app, unlimited workshops, healthy 
recipes and online physical activity classes.
Eligibility for WW Hampshire programme:
n Those with a BMI of 30+
n Those with a BMI of 28+ when at least one of 
the following applies:
n You have Type 1 and 2 Diabetes or Metabolic 
Syndrome
n You have problems with your heart, circula-
tion, hypertension or high blood pressure
n You have been diagnosed with anxiety/depres-
sion
n You need to lose weight before receiving an-
other medical treatment or surgery
n You have a serious long-term health condition 
that is adversely affected by your weight such as 
muscular skeletal disorders (back pain, mobility 
issues) and asthma
n You’re from a black or ethnic minority back-
ground.

Visit weightwatchers.com/uk/hampshire

By Peter Loveridge, Havant Talking Newspaper
THERE is light at the end of the pandemic tun-
nel. We can now see a route back to normality. 
Family, friends, hugging, schooling, shopping, 
dining, pubbing all come to mind.

It has been tough and it has been so for a long 
time but have you thought about those for whom 
the lockdown has made little difference?

Those who for many years find it difficult to go 
out, who are isolated from their loved ones and 
unable to be involved in their community. 

We have all learnt a little about loneliness over 
the past year but ours is coming to an end.

For 27 years the Havant Talking Newspaper has 
been providing a free service to those who literal-

ly cannot see the light at the end of the tunnel.
Every fortnight an hour-long edition of local 

audio news is posted out to blind and partially 
sighted members of our community.

The audio news is sourced from local publica-
tions (soon to include Border Times!) and deliv-
ered by mail to our listeners on a USB memory 
stick. 

It is a simple process for the listener. The mem-
ory stick arrives in the post, they listen to it, and 
then pop it back in the freepost envelope. 

The service is free and, if needed, we can pro-
vide the listener with a user-friendly USB listen-
ing device with simple tactile controls. 

The regular flow of local news keeps the listener 
in touch with their local community and rekin-
dles a sense of belonging. 

If you know of anyone whose loss of sight is 
bringing them a sense of isolation and who could 
benefit from the news service then let us know. 

If the Talking Newspaper proves not to be 
for them so be it – there is no harm in trying 
though.

We have a team of around 50 volunteers who 
undertake the various jobs to keep the news edi-
tions coming out. 

Editors source and select suitable and varied 
articles. Producers knit the forthcoming edition 
into shape. Readers read, engineers (our boffins) 

make sure our ‘ums’ and ‘errs’ go unnoticed. 
Finally, a distribution team send the new edition 
on its way to the listeners. 

Post-lockdown I am sure we will be looking for 
more volunteers – new blood with new ideas is 
always appreciated. Only a few hours a week is 
normally involved. So if you have the time and 
inclination do let us know.

We operate out of our studio in East Street, 
Havant, a shabby looking building about to have 
a major makeover courtesy of our kind landlord, 
Vivid Homes and the support of Councillor Da-
vid Guest. 

The pandemic and the need for home working 
has made us Zoom competent and masters of 
the art of under-the-duvet recording – necessity 
rapidly makes the unthinkable both achievable 
and then the norm.

Our annual costs are around £7,000 and we 
exist through donations alone. 

If you would like to help financially you can do-
nate through the website at hbtn.org.uk on CAF 
Giving or you can support us through the Havant 
Lottery. 

If it’s easier, just send us the lolly! Havant 
Talking Newspaper, 19 East Street, Havant, PO9 
1AE. 

To make contact call (023) 9248 0101, email 
admin@hbtn.org.uk or visit hbtn.org.uk

Talking Newspaper is a lifeline 
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Jess takes a leap of faith for charity

Jess Webb on one of her first fundraisng bike rides with dad, Stephen

SHE has raced around car tracks, organised auctions and dinner dances 
and now Jess Webb is about to leap out of a plane.

The plucky 16-year-old, from Emsworth, lets nothing stand in her way 
when it comes to raising money for a cause close to her heart. 

Huntington’s Disease claimed the lives of both her grandfather and uncle 
and Jess is determined to raise money for research that could prevent such 
a cruel blow happening to other families in the future.

To date, Jess has raised £12,000 for the Huntington’s Disease Association 
(HDA) and her efforts to raise awareness of the disease have secured her a 
number of awards, including the prestigious Diana Award. 

Now she has a new fundraising challenge in her sights. Jess said: ‘Last year 
I had a few events planned – a charity football match and a super car track 
day at Goodwood.

‘I was hoping to smash £20,000 before my 16th birthday last month, 
however, due to lockdown these events have had to be cancelled or 
postponed. I have decided to raise some more money for HDA by doing a 
sponsored tandem skydive in June. 

‘It will also be from the highest height you can tandem skydive in the UK 
– 15,000 ft! My parents are worried however it’ll raise funds and awareness 
so they cannot complain!’

Jess’s goal is to raise £500 but said she would love to smash that target.  
She added: ‘I have been brought up around Huntington’s and it has been 

really hard seeing the effects it has had on my family. It is very close to my 
heart, my uncle and grandad sadly passed away from it. It is a progressive 
brain disorder, caused by a defective gene. 

‘It affects movement, mood and thinking skills. As the disease progresses, 
some patients have to be tube fed as they are unable to eat, and they cannot 
control their movements so a carer has to look after them 24/7. 

‘Sadly, if your parent has it, you have a 50 per cent chance of inheriting it.
‘I have seen the devastating effects it has which is why I raise money; to 

help ensure that families get the equipment and support needed through 
the challenging times.’

To sponsor Jess head to justgiving.com/fundraising/jess-webb7 

Prinsted Care Home, Prinsted Lane,  
Prinsted, West Sussex, PO10 8HR 

Tel: 01243 372024

Springfield Care Home, 72 – 74 Havant Road 
Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7LH 

Tel: 01243 372445
PRINSTED
CARE HOMES

PRINSTED
CARE HOME

PRINSTED
CARE HOME

PRINSTED

WE BELIEVE THAT EVERY DAY
SHOULD BE LIVED TO THE FULL…

To find out more or view our virtual tour visit 
www.springfieldnursing.co.uk

We have two beautiful family run 
care homes that offer person centered 
Residential and Nursing care.
Our compassionate, dedicated team 
are on hand 24 hours a day to support 
with all aspects of daily living. We 
support individuals seeking respite, 
convalescence and long term care.   

A warm welcome awaits you
• Nursing and Residential care, 24 hours a day
• Long term, convalescent and respite stays available
• Varied social activities programme 7 days a week
• Large, homely lounge areas
• Nutritious home cooked meals
• Ensuite single bedrooms
• Dining areas overlooking beautiful gardens

BUSINESSES and community 
groups in the Chichester district 
have received almost £500,000 in 
grant funding as part of Chichester 
District Council’s Covid-19 recov-
ery plan.

Through the council’s Covid Re-
covery Grants scheme, 190 business 
grants and 66 community grants 
have been approved for funding. 

The scheme was launched in 
August 2020 and aimed to provide 
support to organisations that were 
struggling due to the pandemic but 
were either not eligible for govern-
ment grants or needed additional 
support.

Businesses and community 
groups were invited to apply for 
small grants of up to £1,000 towards 
the cost of keeping their staff, vol-
unteers, customers and clients safe 
during the pandemic.

Larger match-funded grants of up 
to £5,000 were also available to help 
put measures in place to aid their 
recovery from lockdown. 

An example is Concierge Camp-

ing near Chichester. 
This business received a grant of 

just over £2,700, which was used to 
help improve their outdoor hospi-
tality space.

Director Guy Hodgkin said: 
‘Having an outdoor area that is 
Covid-secure will have long-term 
benefits for the safety of our cus-
tomers. 

‘It will allow them to relax and 
enjoy themselves without the worry, 
with plenty of space and protection 
from the weather. 

‘What the council has done within 
the constraints to support us has 
been absolutely fantastic. 

‘It’s been lovely to have the finan-
cial support and we’re now ready 
to run as soon as we’re allowed to 
open.’

The council’s Covid Recovery 
Grants scheme for both business-
es and community groups is now 
closed for applications. 

The remaining grants will be paid 
out to successful applicants on the 
completion of their projects.

Firms and community groups 
benefit from Covid grants
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THE owners of the Winmybeachhome 
raffle have extended the closing date 
to June to raise additional funds for its 
two nominated charities, as they strug-
gle to combat the effects of Covid-19.

The beach house that is being raffled 
of  for charity is in the Witterings, near 
Chichester, and owned by Olympic 
snowboarder Jan Michaelis and his wife, 
Alina.

By the end of last year £10,000 from 
the raffle had already been donated to 
Brain Tumour Research and Surfers 
Against Sewage.

In December, two prizes were added to 
the package, leaving the winner with the 
choice between the £475,000 Witterings 
house, a £210,000 pad in Portugal – with 
£15,000 cash prize, a £45,000 car, plus up 
to £10,000 for a trip to Portugal for the 
transfer of deeds, or lump sum of cash.

The draw was to take place in February 
but will now close on June 30th in order 
to help the two charities the raffle is 
supporting.

Marine conservation charity, Surfers 
Against Sewage, said Covid-19 has had a 
significant financial impact on its com-
munity fundraising efforts.

Pete Lewis, director of fundraising for 
Surfers Against Sewage, said: ‘Fundrais-
ing in 2020 was difficult cult. 

We saw a 20 per cent reduction in our 

income, which is around £300,000.
‘Now more than ever we need to 

continue protecting our marine envi-
ronment. ‘Every ticket you purchase will 
help us clean up our beaches, engage the 
next generation of children in caring 
for our environment and campaign to 
strengthen legislation and help raise 
awareness to our mission.

‘We are incredibly grateful to Jan and 
Alina for their efforts in raising money 
and awareness for our charity and wel-
come the extension.’

By the end of last year £10,000 from 
the raffle had already been donated to 
Brain Tumour Research and Surfers 
Against Sewage.

Jan said: ‘We hope this move will 
enable us to make another much need-
ed donation soon and also increase the 
chance of the winner walking away with 
the main prize – rather than the current, 
smaller cash prize.

‘We feel as though we owe it to our 
incredible charities and ticket holders to 
do as much as possible to make the raffle 
a success.

‘We are incredibly close to being able 
to donate another lump sum to charity, 
so we want to do all we can to enable 
this to happen.’

Visit winmybeachhome.co.uk to take 
part in the raffle.

Beach house charity raffle deadline 
extended because of pandemic

Olympic snowboarder Jan Michaelis, above, is raffling his Witterings home and a Portugal apartment, right, to raise money for two charities

James Mathis 
Property Maintenance

Double Glazing repair specialist
Door Locks

Window Hinges
Replacement Glass

New Windows, Doors & Bifolds
Facia, Soffits & Guttering

Cladding
Internal & External Decoration

FREE QUOTATIONS
FULLY INSURED

Hayling Island based for 45 years
07794 991394

Jamesmathis4@gmail.com
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*Terms & Conditions: The voucher may only be redeemed against eligible Southern Co-op funeral 
plans costing £3,000 or more and will be deducted off the cost at time of sale. The voucher has no 
cash value and cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount, offer or promotion. For full terms 
and conditions visit: funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplanterms, request a copy from any Southern Co-op 
funeralcare home or by calling 0800 008 6878. This voucher is valid until 31/12/2021.

 £100 
OFF

Enter BORDERTIMES21 at: funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplans 
or take this coupon along to your local funeralcare home.

If you want 
everyone dancing, 

a glitter ball on 
your casket and 

a camper van 
hearse, have it.

It’s your funeral.

our pre-paid funeral plans* Funeral homes in:
• Bedhampton
• Chichester
• Cowplain
• Emsworth
• Leigh Park 
• Waterlooville

Pre-paid 
funeral 
plans

Our pre-paid, inflation-proof funeral plans guarantee the way you want to be 
remembered and protect your loved ones from unnecessary burden and costs.

Drop in to see us today, visit us at funeralcare.co.uk or call us on 0800 243 380
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Brit Award-winning artist 
to perform at charity show
PICTURESQUE Hambledon Vine-
yard will host a fundraising concert 
for two charities close to many of our 
readers’ hearts. 

Brit-Award winning singer Beverley 
Craven became a household name 
in the early 1990s with the release of 
her eponymous debut album which 
became a worldwide hit, selling more 
than two million copies. 

Her 1991 single, Promise Me, went 
on to become a huge hit across Europe 
and she followed this up with a string 
of chart successes including Memories, 
Holding On, Woman To Woman and 
Love Scenes.

On June 26th, Beverley will headline 
Music and Fizz in the Hampshire Hills  
– a festival in aid of Rowans Hospice 
and Wessex Cancer Trust.

It has been organised by David 
Smith, in memory of his late wife who 
was cared for and given support by 
both charities. 

The event was originally scheduled 
to take place last June but Covid re-

strictions meant it had to be cancelled. 
The gates open at 4pm and there will 

be music throughout the day from 
jazz singer Josie Florence and the Isle 
of Wight Youth Jazz Orchestra.

Mr Smith said: ‘The purpose is to 
create a wonderful event where those 
attending can enjoy the atmosphere 
and surroundings of Hambledon 
and excellent music by some special 
people.

‘A second purpose is to raise money 
for Rowans Hospice and now the Wes-
sex Cancer Trust, to give something 
back for the care and support that my 
late wife received.

‘Some of the care she received was 
in part from Breast Cancer Haven 
(Wessex), which sadly closed as a con-
sequence of the Covid pandemic and 
is no longer operating locally as they 
once were.’

Tickets are priced at £40. There is no 
seating so please take blankets. Go to
musicandfizzinthehampshirehills.
co.uk to buy tickets. 

‘Hugely rewarding’ opportunities are 
available for new school governors 
By Ben Cooper, chair of governors at Havant Academy, part 
of the TKAT Multi Academy Trust
When I became a governor at a secondary school five 
years ago, I had very little knowledge of what the role 
entailed. 

Today, I firmly believe that if others knew what to ex-
pect, more would be interested to volunteer their time. 

It’s funny really because I was not a fan of education as a 
child, leaving school at 16 to follow a career path. 

Little did I know the passion I would develop for educa-
tion later in life because of governance.

When I applied to become a governor I was 36 and had 
no formal governance qualifications, which I thought 
would count against me. 

My main interest was knowing more about the school my daughter would 
be joining a year or two later. 

But it’s interesting to note that my lack of connection to education actual-
ly went in my favour when applying to become a governor.

Schools have always done well to secure the services of those in the teach-
ing profession, but it is people with a commercial background that can help 
to add value to the governance role, because it’s so diverse. 

As a group we cover finance, careers, leadership and management, safe-
guarding, subjects and facilities to name just a few, so I was actually well 

qualified having run my own business. 
Governors are focused on school strategy and so a com-

mercial background is really helpful. 
Of course, education sits at the heart of the role and being 

a governor allows you to understand the inner workings of 
the school and have a genuine impact on the life chances of 
hundreds of young people. 

Fast forward five years and I am now a chair of governors 
in two secondary schools and vice-chair in another – such 
is the interest I have developed.

I have had lots of training and am even back at school 
myself, studying school leadership. The teachers I have 
worked with and young people I have met have inspired 
me and I am very proud to be able to support them. 

As a chair, my role obviously requires more time but as a governor just a 
few hours a month can make a huge difference.

Only time will tell what impact the last year has had on our young people, 
but quality education backed up with good governance will ensure we do 
all we can to make sure no one is left behind. 

I am currently looking for governors to join me at Havant Academy, in 
Wakefords Way, near Rowlands Castle. If you would like to know more, 
then please contact me for an initial discussion at ben.cooper@tkat.org.
n For other schools, contact them direct or apply through county councils. 

Oscar’s Reclaimed Desks & Tables
•

•

•
–

•

•
•

Ben Cooper, chair of governors 
at Havant Academy
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Start Up Loans are offered to new and growing businesses under two years old

HAMPSHIRE County Council has launched a cam-
paign to highlight the benefits of working locally 
to encourage London-based businesses to establish 
satellite offices in the county.

Councillor Rob Humby, deputy leader and execu-
tive member for Economy, Transport and Environ-
ment at Hampshire County Council, said: ‘The Covid 
pandemic has transformed the way lots of people 
work, with many re-thinking the need for a long 
commute five days a week.

‘In Hampshire, as we emerge out of lockdown and 
enter recovery, we are moving towards a greener and 
more digital working future. 

‘Offering satellite business offices in this way is 
just a first step to recognising our county as an even 
greater place to do business, in the light of the accel-
erating change arising from the pandemic and with 
all its existing advantages as a flagship green econom-
ic powerhouse and international gateway.

‘Hampshire’s beautiful countryside, vibrant market 
towns, excellent connectivity and proximity to the 
capital make it the perfect location for London-based 
companies to set up satellite offices and keep their 
business going, while offering an enviable and attrac-
tive work-life balance for their employees.’

The campaign – Make Hampshire work for you – 
has been devised by the county council’s economic 
development service, Business Hampshire, in col-
laboration with local authority partners, and invites 
London commuters to Work Smarter – Live Happier 
– Commute Closer. 

Councillor Humby continued: ‘We’re committed 
to doing all we can alongside our partners to help 
Hampshire recover from the pandemic – supporting 
and promoting our local economy is key to our future 
prospects and quality of life.’

Research and views of leading economists suggest 
that many businesses are rethinking their property 
requirements and want to be able to provide a better 
work-life balance for their employees. 

Before the pandemic, more than 25,000 Hampshire 
residents regularly commuted to London and many 
have been working at home for the past year.

The campaign showcases flexible office solutions 
across key locations in Hampshire including East 
Hampshire.

Supported by key stakeholders including commer-
cial property specialists Lambert Smith Hampton and 
Vail Williams.

Andy Hodgkinson is director in office advisory at 
Lambert Smith Hampton.

Mr Hodgkinson added: ‘Hampshire has all the in-
gredients to meet this demand and deliver a desirable 
location for business to expand or relocate.’
n Visit businesshampshire.co.uk/land-property/satel-
lite-offices

Firms in London 
are encouraged to 
open satellite offices 

DO you have a business idea that you think 
would succeed, if only you had the capital? 

Lockdown has led to a huge growth in the 
number of new businesses as people adapt to 
changing circumstances. 

Support is out there for potential entrepre-
neurs in the form of government Start Up 
Loans which are administered by the British 
Business Bank through Local Enterprise Part-
nerships. 

Last year, the  programme delivered its 
75,000th loan since 2012 and one in three 
people were unemployed when they applied for 
one. 

Start Up Loans are available to new businesses 
and within the first two years of trading to be 
used to help your business grow. 

The loans range from £500 – £25,000 with a 
fixed interest rate of six per cent with repay-
ment terms of up to five years. There are no 
application or set-up fees

As well as finance, every loan recipient is 
offered a support package, including access to 
a free expert business mentor for 12 months 
to help them with every aspect of setting up a 
business.

Richard Bearman is managing director of 
Start Up Loans. 

Mr Bearman said: ‘Start Up Loans’ 75,000th 
draw down represents a major milestone for 
our operations, meeting a key policy objective 

from when we launched in 2012.
‘Government-backed finance for people look-

ing to start their own businesses has never been 
more important than it is currently. 

‘As well as being key to economic growth over 
the long term, government support for small 
businesses around the UK continues to drive 
investment into the regions.’

In the south east, 6,752 loans of more than 
£60m were approved. The average loan amount 
was £8,945.

Start Up Loans saw a significant rise in loans 
issued since the start of the pandemic in the 
UK. 

May to July 2020 saw a total of £31.9m of 
funding drawn down, compared to £22.9m in 
the same period the previous year, an increase 
of more than 39 per cent.

July 2020 was the record month for draw-
downs.

Of the people who received a loan since 2012, 
40 per cent were women and nearly one in five 
came from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
communities (BAME). 

One third were unemployed when they ap-
plied for the loan, reflecting the diversity of the 
UK start up community.

To find out if you are eligible, and to apply, 
head to startuploans.co.uk or speak to someone 
at Solent Local Enterprise Partnership. 

Visit solentlep.org.uk
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By Matt Hancock of St John’s Primary School PTA
TO celebrate the arrival of spring and the Eas-
ter period, we’ve devised an outdoor mystery 
hunt for all the family! 

This is a lovely activity for families, couples and 
friends to walk/cycle around the village. 

Not only will this promote exercise and all the 
physical benefits that brings, it also aims to help 
people’s mental wellbeing after such a tough win-
ter period.

Calling all bunny detectives!
A robbery has taken place in Rowlands Castle 

and there’s a dozen bunny suspects on the hop! 
BUT, we need your help finding out whodunnit, 
what they’ve stolen and the fictional place where 
they’ve hidden it! (A bit like Cluedo!)

You’ll eliminate them one by one as you find 
them around the trail marked on the map until 
you’re left with the missing guilty culprit, the 
stolen item and the mystery secret location.

You can buy your map at pta-events.com/st-
johnsrowlandscastle for £3.50. 

Please note that for every map sold, the PTA 
has to pay an admin charge. 

If you can, please consider covering the small 
fee for us so we can spend the whole £3.50 on the 
important stuff! There’s an option to do this when 
you buy your map.

We have some fabulous Easter hampers with an 
array of goodies, very kindly donated by busi-

nesses from the local community. 
These include Pavilion Tearoom at Stansted, 

The Crafty Chocolatier, Morrisons Horndean, 
Castle Shines Window Cleaners, Sweet Lotus, 
High Sewciety Crafts, Let’s Melt and many, many 
more! The hampers are aimed at both children 
and adults, very eggciting! 

For a chance to win one of these hampers, 
please send in the following information to eas-
ter@stjohnspta.com

1. Who, what and where?

2. Booking Reference (in your confirmation 
email when you buy the map, as proof of pur-
chase)

3. Your name, contact email and/or phone 
number

3. Entry deadline is 7pm on Sunday, April 18th
All correct entries will be put into an Easter 

basket and winners will be pulled out at random. 
Winners announced by April 21st.

For more information head to rowlandscastle-
mysteryeasterhunt on Facebook, visit pta-events.
com/stjohnsrowlandscastle or email easter@
stjohnspta.com  

All proceeds to go towards the St John’s Prima-
ry School PTA. We are currently fundraising for 
towards the resurfacing of the climbing frame so 
that it can reopen safely. 

Outdoor play will be especially important after 
the various lockdowns and the children have 
missed it greatly since it’s been closed so it will be 
lovely to see it in use again ASAP.

Please adhere to social distancing and current 
government guidelines in terms of meeting out-
side. 

You will be able to spot the suspects  easily and 
safely from the pavement/path so please do not 
enter any gardens or private property.

Children must be supervised at all times and 
observe caution when crossing roads.

Happy hunting! 

Very eggciting Easter mystery hunt 
with fantastic prizes up for grabs

Rowlands Castle Painting Society: Watercolours
By Jan Roblin
ROWLANDS Castle Painting Society 
members include some very talented 
artists – Julie Anderson is one of them.

Julie said: ‘I am a self-taught 
watercolour artist who has enjoyed 
sketching and painting for as long as I 
can remember. It was not until I retired 
that I had time to indulge my painting 
passion. 

‘Over the years I have attended 
numerous courses and workshops and 
have enjoyed sharing techniques and 
tips with fellow artists. 

‘I enjoy painting landscapes or 
seascapes and the study of light and 
cloud forms as seen in the big skies and 
waters of the Solent and Chichester 
Harbour. 

‘I particularly enjoy the challenge of 
painting horses and I am inspired by 
wildlife, flowers and boats.’

Julie has been a member of the 
Rowlands Castle Painting Society since 
2012 when she moved to Rowlands 
Castle from the Lake District.

Julie said: ‘Whilst living there, I 
regularly exhibited my work in Keswick 
where some of the pieces were sold to 
the many worldwide visitors from as far 
afield as America and Australia. 

‘My field pallet, brushes and paper 
accompany me whenever travelling and 
if something inspires me I will take an 
opportunity to capture it on paper. 

‘I regard my sketches as photos, an 
aide-mémoire, which sometimes I may 
translate to a watercolour painting, or 
personalized greetings card for family or 
friends.’

If you are interested in finding out 
more about our friendly group and 
please visit the lockdown page on our 
website rowlandscastlepaintingsociety. One of Julie Anderson’s wonderful watercolour paintings
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Heidi proves she’s got talent!

EAST Hampshire District 
Council (EHDC) has set 
aside some funds to help 
with projects which will be 
beneficial to the environment 
and help to limit climate 
change. 

The RCA committee has 
been working with our local 
EHDC councillor, Malcolm 
Johnson, to apply for and get 
£1,000 of this grant money in 
order to help the tree planting 
project in Stansted Forest. 

We have now got this money 
and it will be used to buy 
appropriate trees which will be 
planted in the autumn. 

We know that many residents 
of the village walk regularly 
in Stansted Forest and enjoy 
being there, and it seemed 
appropriate to do what ever 
we can to help with the 
replanting programme after 
the devastation caused by the 

ash dieback disease.   
n The RCA is a wonderful 
organisation which was formed 
by the residents of Rowlands 
Castle to represent the interests 
of its population.

Every year the RCA organise 
the fireworks display on the 
village recreation ground 
on the closest Saturday to 
November 5th, the May Day 
picnic, the quiz night and the 
children’s Christmas party. 

We all enjoy doing this very 
much but we do need new 
members on the committee.

It really isn’t much work – 
especially at the moment.

We would love to welcome 
new members.

Please do get in touch 
with me by emailing chair@
rowlandscastle.com. 

Your village association needs you
Teenager Heidi Butcher, is in the finals of Rowans’ Got Talent

THE dedication and kindness of hos-
pice staff has inspired a young singer to 
the final of a major contest. 

Heidi Butcher, 14, from Rowlands 
Castle, is a finalist in Rowans’ Got Talent 
hosted by the Rowans Hospice, in Pur-
brook. 

Her rendition of E Pui Ti Penso which 
translates to ‘and the more I think of you’ 
wowed judges in the online competition. 

The former St John’s Primary School 
pupil has raised more than £1,200 for the 
treasured charity but is hoping that with 
the support of Border Times readers that 
figure could go even higher. 

Heidi, who honed her singing and pi-
ano skills at St John’s, said: ‘At nine years 
old, I first sang at the Rowans Hospice 
with Finevoice Academy. 

‘My mum explained what the hospice 
was for and why it means so much to 
residents and patients to sing there. 

‘I remember meeting an elderly resi-
dent, called Brian, who won prizes in the 
afternoon raffle. 

‘He gave his prizes in appreciation of 
my singing and kept chatting with me.

‘Sadly, mum had to explain to me why 

he wasn’t there the next time I visited. 
‘Now, at 14 years old, I have still those 

prizes, a limited edition print of a paint-
ing of polar bears and a candle holder, as 
a special reminder of my performance 
that day. 

‘Another lady had tears of emotion, 
holding my hand, as she could no longer 
play the piano due to her illness, and I 
had brought her some music that day. 

‘My love of music continues, I now also 
play the piano and have since sung many 
times for the Rowans.’

Heidi is a regular performer at charity 
events and hopes to study overseas. 

She will find out soon if she has won 
the talent show and the outcome will 
revealed within these pages next month. 

In the meantime, it’s not too late to 
watch her performance. Go to YouTube.
com and search for ‘Heidi Butcher – E 
Piu Ti Penso’.

Should you wish to make a direct do-
nation visit justgiving.com/fundraising/
Heidi-Butcher

Rowans Hospice relies on the support 
of the general public. Make a donation at 
rowanshospice.co.uk

The Green, Rowlands Castle, where a lot of the RCA events take place

By Helen Penfold, chair of 
Rowlands Castle Association
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By Richard Hitchcock, chair of Westbourne 
Parish Council
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Finely crafted bench marks VE 
Day 75 in centre of the village

SPRING is at last in the air, which reminds us 
that we need to recruit residents to adopt one 
of the new young trees on the verge adjacent to 
where they live. 

The trees will need a bit of TLC in the first few 
years of their life.

While we are it, the parish council is looking to 
appoint two or three more tree champions who 
would play an active role in conserving trees and 
woods across the parish, as well as planting new 
trees and helping the saplings to flourish.

This time of year is associated with a spring 
clean. In past years, the parish council has organ-
ised a community litter pick. 

This year, Covid restrictions mean this is not 
possible, but, in collaboration with Greening 
Westbourne and the Final Straw Foundation, we 

will be providing an opportunity for individuals 
or households to do that they can to tidy up the 
village.

If you would like to help, please get in touch by 
emailing clerk@westbourne-pc.gov.uk or calling 
07775 654483.

Last year, as you will remember, was VE Day 
75. The circumstances meant that commemora-
tions were muted but the parish council has been 
able to mark the occasion by commissioning a 
bench, which now occupies pride of place in the 
centre of the village. 

We would like to thank Chichester District 

Council and Westbourne Parish Council for 
funding the bench and Dennis Wingham of New 
Dawn Furniture for his fine craftmanship.

For more years than most of us care to remem-
ber, our address here in Westbourne has been 
Westbourne, Emsworth, Hampshire. 

Whilst we have absolutely nothing against our 
neighbours across the border (in fact, we live 
together in peace and harmony), it is felt that not 
only does this represent a potential for confusion, 
but it also deprives us of our West Sussex identi-
ty. 

Both Southbourne and Westbourne parish 
councils have therefore written to the Royal Mail 
asking that Emsworth be removed from our ad-
dress and Hampshire be replaced by West Sussex. 

Don’t hold your breath!

The new bench commemorating VE Day 75
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WE had an excellent Zoom meeting in 
March with more than half our members 
attending. 

We enjoyed an illustrated talk from our 
member, Christine, on Netley and Titchfield 
Abbeys which now go on our ‘to visit’ list for 
the future.

This month, Sue has asked me to include 
her report about our craft group, so here it 
is: ‘The WI is often associated with cookery 
and knitting, amongst other activities and 
as a local WI we have always been involved 
in the community when any cooking was 
required for charity events and fetes. 

‘We have often discussed starting a sewing, 
knitting and craft group and as lockdown 
continued and we weren’t sure when we 
would meet face to face, we decided in the 
first instance to try it over Zoom. 

‘Does it work? The answer is a resounding 
“yes”. 

‘We meet monthly and the group is open 
to all those who love anything creative. 

‘It’s a chance to share your ongoing project 
in good company.

‘We laugh together, share ideas, gain 
knowledge but, perhaps more importantly, 
we have the chance of meeting with others 
who have a similar passion.

‘Those who are trying a new interest for 
the first time are welcomed.

‘Of course, when we meet in person it will 
be an added bonus and that is something we 
are all looking forward to, as are so many of 
us.

‘Our Zoom meeting in April will call on 
members to take part and tell a story, or read 
a poem or show an article which is import-
ant to them and to share the story behind it. 

‘We are hoping that at the end of May we 
can meet up once more in our village hall.’

If you would like to join the group, email 
southbournewi@gmail.com or call me on 
01243 698294. 

WI members enjoyed a fascinating talk on Netley Abbey, above. A knitting group has also sprung up during lockdown, below.      Pic: Margarida Afonso on Unsplash

Ancient abbeys and knitting 
provide joy for WI members

By Mo Grummitt, president of 
Southbourne WI
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LOOKING after a loved one is a huge 
responsibility and it’s even harder if you are 
aged between 11 and 14.

Tuppenny Barn has recognised the challenges 
of young people who care for a family member by 
organising regular social sessions at the organic 
and educational centre near Emsworth.

Called the Sunflower Young Carers, the group 
comprises pupils of Bourne College, Southbourne, 
who come together for a morning of activities 
arranged by Tuppenny Barn’s education team.

The scheme was launched in September last year, 
and thanks to funding from the Isla Foundation 
and the Gerald Micklem Trust, the young carers 
will meet weekly rather than fortnightly after 
Easter.

Abi Young and Liz Pendry are the education 
officers behind the scheme. 

They believe that the sessions support the 
children’s emotional wellbeing as well as providing 
a safe environment where they can mix and be just 
children among others who provide care for loved 
ones.

The Sunflower sessions halted during the current 
lockdown and Abi and Liz decided to send each 
young carer in Years 7 – 9 at Bourne a goodwill 

parcel as a way of staying in touch until the group 
reconvenes after Easter.

Each of the 23 parcels contained a copy of the 
Charles Mackesy book, The Boy, the Mole, the 
Fox and the Horse, seeds and growing media so 
the young carers could plant pea shoots for their 
window sills. 

There was also handmade goats’ milk soap, a 
butterfly spotting sheet and a ‘thinking of you’ 
card from Tuppenny Barn.

Abi and Liz wrote: ‘We wanted to include items 
in the packs that would keep you active but also 
feel connected and bring joy. 

‘For this reason, we included Charles Mackesy’s 
wonderful book which always helps to lift our 
spirits. The illustrations and words are full of hope, 
which we feel is very much needed right now.’

One of the drawings in this best-selling book 
features a conversation between two of the 
characters. 

‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’ 
asks the mole. ‘Kind’, replies the boy. 

An appropriate response that sums up the ethos 
of the Sunflower Young Carers.

Bourne’s young carers are 
supported by Tuppenny Barn 

A copy of The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The 
Horse was given to all young carers 
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Students ditch the screen for Wellbeing Day
AS part of our Wellbeing Day 
for staff and students, it was 
decided to ditch the screens for 
the afternoon. 

Ideas for activities were listed 
on the School website for those 
working remotely, with some 
particularly creative pieces pro-
duced by our history students, 
including model making, cake 
baking, world war rationing 
recipes and cooking and even a 
Victorian tea party! 

Meanwhile, our Year 7s pro-
duced some wonderful examples 
of monochromatic bugs in boxes 
inspired by the Brazilian artist 
Regina Silveira, whilst Miss 
Donovan’s Year 8 students creat-
ed an Ocean of Change mural to 
brighten up the corridor. 

Our PE team held activities 
all afternoon for students in 
their bubbles. Other activities 

included science practicals with 
Mr Colley and Miss Perry where 
students had fun learning about 
conservation of mass. 

In technology, students con-
structed gear boxes using Knex 
with Mr Ellis and the STEM 
group.

Our maths team even hosted 
a special casino activity for the 
Year 10 and 11 bubble.

Students were introduced to 
the odds of winning at blackjack 
and the roulette wheel, as well as 
a few other chance games.

 There was elation and despair 
as hundreds of chips were won 
and lost – hopefully a valuable 
lesson for life. It’s great fun but 
expect to lose! It was a fun day 
and one to be repeated.Just some of the activities from the school’s Wellbeing Day

By David Holmes from 
Tuppenny Barn

By Yvonne Watkins, 
headteacher of Bourne 

Community College
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Progress in Neighbourhood 
Plan and the environment
ON March 1st, after three years of very hard 
work and numerous public consultations, 
Southbourne submitted its new Neighbour-
hood Plan to  Chichester District Council. 

Even though Southbourne has been allo-
cated a very large number of new homes, our 
plan – if supported at referendum – will en-
able the community to masterplan the growth 
of the village of Southbourne, and maximise 
new infrastructure gains.

Our Neighbourhood Plan makes provision 
for a great deal of new public open space, re-
wilded habitat areas, new sustainable drainage 
areas to mitigate flooding in Nutbourne, new 
sports grounds and new community facilities. 

It also gives the community influence over 
the improved environmental standards new 
housing will be required to meet, as well as 
providing some genuinely affordable housing 
for local people.

Residents will be only too aware that since 
Chichester District’s Local Plan went out of 
date in July 2020 it has been open season with 
developers able to get planning permissions 
for inappropriate sites that would not, under 
normal circumstances, be allowed. 

We have seen this affecting other parishes 
in the district and now speculative planning 
applications are beginning to come in for 
Southbourne.

If we can get our Neighbourhood Plan 
through the next stage quickly – a new pub-
lic consultation run by the district council 
– our new plan will have weight in planning 
decisions and can be used to defend against 
inappropriate, unplanned development.

More news when we have it, but for now, we 
want to thank everyone who has contributed 
in any way to the Neighbourhood Plan pro-
cess, and all residents for your input, encour-
agement and support. 

More information on the Neighbourhood 
Plan can be viewed on the parish council web-
site, southbourne-pc.gov.uk 

ChEm Route update
Last year Highways England (HE) commis-
sioned WSP to undertake a Feasibility Study 
for a non-motorised route from Chichester to 
Emsworth (ChEm Route). 

Their proposal was for a two-way cycle path 
shared with pedestrians for a substantial part 
of the route along the north side of the A259. 

We received a lot of feedback from users and 

residents concerned about the safety and ac-
cessibility of the proposed scheme so, working 
with Chichester and District Cycle Forum, 
representatives from parishes along the route 
produced an alternative Engagement Docu-
ment last September which was sent to HE for 
consideration.

Imagine our disappointment when, at two 
workshops hosted by HE/WSP in February, 
we discovered that the Feasibility Study pro-
posed design had hardly changed. 

No indication was given as to why our pro-
posed approach had been disregarded. Four 
weeks later we have finally received the slide 
pack from the workshops and a questionnaire 
which had to be completed within 10 days. 

If this is ‘community consultation’ it does 
not impress us, particularly as the process is 
being driven by a bidding schedule to move to 
the detailed design stage due to take place at 
the beginning of April. 

We are still trying to work with WSCC 
highway officers to find out why alternative 
schemes have not been considered and when 
parishes along the route will have an oppor-
tunity to influence the design process so that 
we can achieve a route which is safe, accessible 
and one we can all be proud of.

Southbourne Environment Group (SEG)
In February’s Border Times we mentioned that 
we would have bare-root saplings (whips) 
available for collection. We’re happy to say that 
all 900 have now been distributed. 

As well as gracing Southbourne hedges and 
gardens they have gone to two rewilding proj-
ects in Woodmancote and Bosham, for hedge 
projects in Hambrook and at the Fishbourne 
Roman Palace, and for Centurion Way and 
Whyke Community Orchard volunteers. 

Over the last three years a total of 4,000 
whips have been planted through this scheme.

We have also had a number of requests for 
larger trees to be planted in our village verges 
and the photo shows one which was planted 
last autumn in Clovelly Road looking good 
with its surrounding bulbs in flower.

In the coming weeks SEG will be asking all 
residents in the parish to complete a garden 
survey which will be available from a number 
of pick-up points. 

The first page of the survey is shown, right. 

One of the 4,000 whips, above, and the what the 
wildlife garden survey will look like, below

By Lyn Hicks, chair of Southbourne 
Parish Council
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WITH everything that we have been through over 
the past year, we wanted to bring everyone a little 
fun to everyone.

Thirty houses and shops have agreed to decorate 
their windows and include a letter that they have 
been allocated as part of the Emsworth Primary 
School Association’s Easter Letter Trail. 

Participants need to follow the map to find a 
30-letter anagram. Maps can be purchased from 
pta-events.co.uk/epsa for just £2.50. 

When all 30 letters are collected, the must be 
rearrange them to make a sentence. 

The answers should then be emailed to 
emsworthpta@gmail.com with the participant’s  
name and address. 

Once all the names are collected, we will then 
choose several at random to win a prize which we 
have been kindly donated.

Support school’s Easter Letter Trail 

The Letter Trail provides socially-distanced fun for the whole family

A GOOD reason to join the EHS is to use their 
distribution hut, located at Washington Road 
allotments. 

Members can buy a variety of products from 
canes to textiles, in any quantity. During the first 
lockdown the hut layout was re-organised and re-
opened, with Covid-19 restrictions in place. 

We aim to stock environmentally friendly, sus-
tainable products such as peat-free composts and 
organic fertilisers.

Talks were held via Zoom in the autumn. En-
couraged by their success more are lined up. 

One advantage of Zoom is that there is a 
greater choice of speaker, with distance being no 
object!

The horticultural marquee organised by the 
EHS at the Emsworth Show is getting a shake-up 
for 2021. 

There are different schedules available online, 
giving exhibitors maximum time for planning. 

We hope that conditions will allow the Show to 
be held on August Bank Holiday, with a different 
marquee layout allowing for better flow of visi-
tors around the exhibits.

Trips and open garden mornings are difficult to 
plan at the moment, but a couple of events are in 
the pipeline. 

Join the EHS by contacting me on ehsmem-
bership@outlook.com or visit the hut on Sunday 
mornings from 10am to midday. 

Please check our website for news – emsworth-
horticulturalsociety.org.uk

Emsworth Horticultural Society’s distribution 
hub holds a wealth of gardening essentials

Emsworth Horticultural Society’s distribution hub, left, and a previous entry to the Emsworth Show, right

By Brenda Abbott, membership secretary of 
Emsworth Horticultural Society

By Tracey Hastekin, chair of Emsworth Primary 
School Association
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Can you spot yourself at the 
Coronation Tea Party in 1953?
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The picture above shows pupils in Standard 4 of Emsworth Primary School in 1951. Bosmere Road’s Coronation Tea Party is below. It was taken in 1953
By Dorothy Bone of Emsworth Maritime and Historical Trust 

(Emsworth Museum)
AS a result of the story in the March edition of Border Times about the 
clock donated to Emsworth Museum by the widow of a past Clerk to the 
Council, we received a telephone call from Wayne Buckner, a retired 
clock maker and restorer. 

Mr Buckner  who offered to look at it for no charge. When it was deliv-
ered to him he gave it a thorough clean, repaired the knob that adjusts the 
hands and set it to the correct time.

We are very pleased that the clock is now back in its original position over 
the refurbished fireplace and is still working well. 

We are extremely grateful to Mr Buckner for his help and kindness.
Did you attend a party or hold your wedding reception in the large room 

of the Public Hall that was situated above the Fire Station in North Street, 
Emsworth?

If you did you will remember the attractive sprung wood floor that was 
ideal for dances.

This is where the Main Room of Emsworth Museum is now situated.
Over the years the wood gradually became scuffed and marked and the 

colour darkened – until now.
This winter the committee decided it was a good time to call in a firm 

who specialise in caring for wood floors and it has now been restored to its 
original condition and light maple colour.

Later in the summer, when lockdown restrictions have eased and the mu-
seum is open, we look forward seeing you and hearing any memories you 
can tell us of events held many years ago in this room.

Recently we received two pictures from a gentleman who lived in 
Emsworth in the early 1950s. 

I understand that the school photograph of pupils in Standard 4 at the 
Emsworth Primary School, Washington Road was taken in 1951. 

The picture of the Coronation Tea Party held in Bosmere Gardens was 
taken in 1953.

Please let me know if you are able to name any of the children or adults 
who appear in either of these photographs.

Emsworth Museum is located at 10B North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD. 
For more information about the Trust and the items mentioned above 

please telephone 01243 378091 or email info@emsworthmuseum.org.uk
Our website is emsworthmuseum.org.uk 
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Talented readers photograph
nature in all its seasonal glory 
HERE’S proof that spring is beginning to ... spring!

These wonderful photographs were taken by our intrepid readers as they 
ventured out and about. 

There is simply so much to be inspired by in our beautiful villages. Why 
not send in your efforts? 

You don’t need a fancy camera, a smartphone is just fine. 

They must be taken within the Border Times patch and within the past 
few months.

Please don’t be disappointed if yours is not published immediately. We 
have received a huge amount of brilliant pictures and they will all go in 
eventually. Next month we’d like to see lots of blossom. 

Send them to editor@bordertimes.co.uk. 

Will Coulston: The Cemetery of St John’s Church, Rowlands Castle

Sara Cochrane: Swans at sunset on Emsworth Mill Pond

Nicola Farr: Perspective

Evita Bird: Horse at Holme Farm, Stansted
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Kerry Richards-Berry: Red sky at night

Robin Moriarty: An early morning winter moon

Anna Jones: Majestic Kingley Vale

Steven Reith: A break in the clouds at Emsworth Harbour

Gordon Braddock: Sunrise over Warblington Cemetery
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Gillian Keegan, MP for Chichester
THE new Chichester Vaccine Centre is in full 
swing and working brilliantly. 

At the end of February, I visited the site, based 
at the Westgate Centre, to see how it was going 
and to thank the fantastic team of volunteers and 
NHS staff who are now inoculating 1,000 people 
a day. 

The centre has already been hugely successful 
and is fully booked for several days in advance.

The team are administering the Oxford Astra-
Zeneca vaccine, which is fortunately easier to 
handle and the whole process is done in around 
15 minutes. 

For those who are still waiting for their invita-
tion, progress on the vaccine roll-out is happen-
ing quickly and from the beginning of March, 
vaccination invitations have been expanded to 
those aged 55 and over. 

You can keep up with all the latest information 
about the vaccine roll-out in our area by going to 
the dedicated page on my website gilliankeegan.
com/covid-19-coronavirus

The amazing progress being made on the vacci-
nation programme has meant that, from March, 

we have been able to reopen face-to-face teaching 
in schools. 

So many have adapted brilliantly to learning 
online during the latest lockdown, including 
Westbourne Primary School, but the benefits 
of being in the classroom are clear and it’s been 
wonderful to see how excited our young people 
and teachers have been to go back.

I know that not everyone has found it easy 
to keep up with their schoolwork remotely, so 
there’s a huge focus on helping young people to 
catch up. 

We’ve recently appointed a new Education Re-
covery Commissioner, Sir Kevan Collins, to lead 
on this work, backed up by a further £300m fund 
that comes on top of the £1 billion announced in 
June last year.

As well as our schools returning, from March 
8th, care home residents have been allowed one 
regular visitor (provided they are tested and wear 
PPE) and from April 12th we should see non-es-
sential retail reopen, as well as pubs and restau-
rants being permitted to serve customers outside, 
giving us all the opportunity to enjoy a drink at 

The Stags Head in Westbourne, at long last. 
It’s important to remember that each step in the 

Prime Minister’s roadmap is subject to a close 
review to make sure cases continue to drop. 

This means it’s essential we don’t become com-
placent and continue to play our part by follow-
ing the guidance.

Locally, I’ve continued my work to protect the 
River Ems. As many residents will know, the Ems 
is one of only 200 chalk streams globally and its 
supply is extracted by Portsmouth Water. 

The River also supports rare wildlife and birds, 
so it is vital to ensure that extraction is not exces-
sive. I recently met with the area director of the 
Environment Agency to highlight the concerns 
about the Ems, and he advised me that the EA are 
looking at a range of measures including plans 
for invertebrate monitoring in the river, as well as 
ongoing work between the EA and water compa-
nies to improve environmental protections.

It is reassuring to know that the EA are also 
working with the local group,  Friends of the 
Ems, to ensure special rivers like the Ems receive 
the protection they need.

WHEN Zoe Skinner is acting in a scene that involves Jesus’s crucifixion, 
she often cries real tears.

So that makes her possibly the ideal person to play Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, in a new series of drama monologues for Easter.

The amateur actors and writers behind Havant’s Passion Plays recorded 
12 new films for the week leading up to Easter. Each film lasts for about 
three minutes and tell the story of Jesus’s last week, his death and resurrec-
tion from the point of view of key eye-witnesses. 

It’s a follow-up to the 26 video monologues the group recorded and 
shared during Advent 2020, which told the story of Jesus’s birth and found 
an audience on social media. Both digital projects came about because of 
Covid restrictions on public performances.

The main films in The Road to Easter began on Palm Sunday (March 28) 
with the story of the donkey that Jesus rode into Jerusalem. They will con-
tinue until Easter Sunday, April 4th. 

Also featured are the wife of the Roman governor Pilate, the Jewish high 
priest Caiaphas, and Judas, the disciple who betrayed Jesus. 

Zoe Skinner, who is a Reader (a lay minister, who leads services) at St 
John’s Church, Rowlands Castle, acted in the Passion Plays that the cast 
performed in Havant Park in 2015, 2017 and 2019, as well as taking a part 
in the Living Advent Calendar monologues in 2020. 

Zoe said: ‘I find it hard enough watching Jesus being crucified in other 
plays we’ve performed. 

‘To place me next to the cross, as Jesus’s mother watching him die, means 
that I probably won’t be able to stop myself crying.

‘I hadn’t acted before the first Passion Play in 2015, but I do really enjoy 
it. I used to work as a teacher, so I know how stand up and talk in public.

‘What I actually enjoy most are the workshops beforehand, when we go 
through the Bible story and work out how all the characters might respond. 

‘It is amazing to do that. I also really enjoy the camaraderie between peo-

ple from all the different churches – we make friends very easily.
‘It’s great to be tackling Jesus’s death and resurrection, which is really at 

the heart of our Christian faith.’
The ecumenical Havant Passion Play group includes actors and writ-

ers from churches of all denominations across Havant, Waterlooville, 
Emsworth, Bedhampton, Petersfield, Rowlands Castle and Leigh Park.

The 12 monologues were written by six members of the team, and fea-
ture 15 different actors. Every day one or more new films will be shared via 
social media and on the Havant Passion Play website.

In light of the success of the Living Advent Calendar, the Road to Easter 
has been generously supported by The Passion Trust and Westhill.

For more information on the project, visit havantpassionplay.org.uk.

The Road to Easter – an eye-witness view 
of Jesus’s death and resurrection on film

Zoe Skinner recording her monologue as Mary, the mother of Jesus
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Everything is blooming

AT last, spring is truly here! The month of 
bluebells and tulips, April is such an amazing 
month for colour and dawning of so much in our 
gardens, hedgerows and just about every shop 
everywhere. 

So many choices and lots of work to do, too. Not 
only sowing in the greenhouse and the garden but 
there is a lot of maintenance to get a grip of as well.

Maintenance
If you haven’t got any water butts, this is a good 

time to invest in those. They are so valuable for 
watering the garden and if we ever do get a water 
shortage, from experience they are essential, and 
the plants much prefer rainwater to the tap!

I define my edges at this time as it makes it so 
much easier to cut the grass. 

You could also think about installing edging 
along the borders because it looks smart and, gosh, 
there are so many choices out there in the shops. 

Stock up on fresh compost and tidy up the shed 
to see what you need to prevent any infestations 
during the season, although if you keep an eye out 
now and spray any sight of pests and diseases it 
can stop these in their tracks before they get to that 
stage.

Stock up on fish, blood and bone general fertilis-
er, or chicken pellets are good, too. I use both, the 
earlier for planting and the chicken pellets to use as 
a top surface fertiliser. 

Keep weeding. Use a hoe as it lifts the roots mak-
ing it easy to pick them up.

Flowers, lawn and vegetables
It’s possible to lift and divide hostas to make more 

plants for bare spots, also divide primroses once 
they have finished flowering. 

Cut back any remaining dead foliage. 
Tie in new clematis and honeysuckle shoots, 

along with new rose shoots as they will all be mak-
ing huge progress now, prune forsythia as it finishes 
flowering. 

The daffodils and tulips will need dead heading, 
leave the foliage as this dies back naturally and 
replenishes the bulb. 

Pop some mulch around your perennials, bienni-
als, trees and shrubs. I used a beautiful soil en-
hancer which included all sorts of essentials for the 
plants to thrive. 

A good feed is also very beneficial too. 
At this time of year we can get caught by sharp 

frosts so keep a few horticultural fleeces on hand to 
cover your tender plants and any blossom growing 
on shrubs and trees. 

Give the fruit trees a top dress of slow-release 
fertiliser and a good mulch. 

Feed raspberry canes, fruit bushes and fruit trees. 

Lay new turf this month, carry out any repairs on 
the lawn, the bare patches can be covered with new 
turf or seed and feed the lawn with a high nitrogen 
fertiliser. 

Apply a lawn weed killer where you have moss 
and weeds. Start to mow on a high cut and lower as 
the month goes on.

Prepare pea and bean supports, I use canes but 
you can use twiggy sticks to push in beside your 
plants. 

The greenhouse is getting full now but remember 
to shut the windows at night time as the frosts can 
spoil all that hard work if left open. Thin out the 
carrots seedlings to get bigger carrots. 

This is also a good time to check out all those 
patio pots, give them a good weed, tidy up and trim 
any dead wood on pot grown shrub. 

Using a trowel, gently turn the compost at the top 
and pop some clean compost on them and remem-
ber to water, as the warmer weather dries these up 
so quickly. 

Give the pots a wash on the outside too, this helps 
with preventing disease in the pots.

On rainy days, why not get plant catalogues out 
and order or make a list of all the annual bedding 
and hanging basket plants you may like to pur-
chase. 

I hope you enjoy April in the garden.
Any problems or questions, please do get in touch 

with me on y.haggard@icloud.com
Happy gardening!  

Love of gardening is a seed once sown 
that never dies, 

But grows to the enduring happiness 
that the love of gardening gives

Gertrude Jekyll

A carpet of bluebells and wild garlic behind St Hubert’s Church, Idsworth            Pic: Evita Bird
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What type of artist are you?
I am a designer and maker of contemporary 

jewellery. I work mostly in silver with some 
added gold or semi-precious stones which adds 
colour and variation to give a range of themed 
collections.

Recently I have been working with titanium 
which can give a beautiful range of colours when 
heat treated or anodised. 

The colour versatility achievable with titanium 
allows its colour to be matched to that of many 
different semi-precious stones and when the 
combination of the two is set in silver, interesting 
and unusual pieces result.
Can you describe your creative process?

This depends a lot on the collection I am work-
ing on. I am very much technique led with regard 
to design, finding a new way to handle the metal 
to get a different finish or look, and then building 
the design around that. 

When I want to increase the range of items in 
a particular collection it is just a matter of bal-
ancing the shapes to give a suitable design, which 
MUST be wearable and comfortable. 

Sketching the design helps but I don’t always do 
this, sometimes I just work from my imagination.

What or who inspires you?
This varies greatly, it could be a flower, a repet-

itive shape on the curtains, images I see online or 
simply doodling.

I have to feel enthusiastic to start working and 
know exactly what I want to make, I cannot just 
sit down at my workbench and expect inspiration 
to come.
What do you enjoy most about the process?

Being creative. I am thrilled when someone ac-
tually spends their money because it shows they 
like the things I have created. 

I also love the social side of being at events like 
the Emsworth Arts Trail and belonging to groups 
of other creative people.
What keeps you going whilst you work – 
soundtrack? Snacks? A fluffy assistant?

Radio and music sometimes but often just si-
lence. It’s magic and just helps the concentration. 
I also gaze out of the window a lot.
What are your artistic ambitions?

To improve on everything I make and to 
achieve recognition locally as a designer and 
maker of quality contemporary jewellery. I love 
that in the future people can look up the hall-
mark on my pieces and find out who made it.

Where can your work be found? 
My web page sylviatomkinson.co.uk has a huge 

number of items I have made in the past, but the 
shop section has lots of my current stock avail-
able to purchase now. 

Far better is seeing my work in the flesh at an 
exhibition at Portsmouth Museum from June 
8th- 20th or Emsworth Arts Trail, September 
11th-12th and 18th-19th at the Brookfield Hotel.

Find me on Facebook at sylvia.tomkinson or 
Instagram at sylviatomkinson

Sylvia Tomkinson 
Rowlands Castle

Border Times   Meet the artist...  

Sylvia Tomkinson, bottom right, and just a few of her stunning creations

To be featured on our arts page please email editor@bordertimes.co.uk 
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IT may not quite be the Easter we had all hoped for but spring is defi-
nitely in air, daffodils are in bloom and the days are getting longer and 
with that in mind here are a few suggestions for Easter Sunday lunch.

English Sparkling wine needs little introduction anymore and Co-op 
Irresistible Eight Acres Sparkling Rosé, England (Co-op £18) is a very 
classy bottle of fizz at this price. 

Made for the Co-op by Hush Heath Estate in Kent, this is a blend of the 
classic Champagne grape varieties, chardonnay, pinot noir and pinot meu-
nier. 

It is very pale in colour with a fine mousse, there are summer red fruits 
and a touch of lemon sherbet on the nose, followed on the palate by more 
red fruits, a twist of citrus and a bright, fresh finish.

It makes a lovely summery aperitif and if you’re planning some alfresco 
lunches this would be just perfect.

Côtes-du-Rhône is more often than not thought of as a red wine region 
but by ignoring the white wines you missing some really interesting and 
great value wines. 

Côtes-du-Rhône Blanc 2019 Vidal Fleury (Majestic £11.99 or £9.99 if 
part of a mixed six) makes for a delicious spring white wine and makes a 
refreshing change to many a New Zealand sauvignon blanc. 

Made predominantly from viognier, this offers some ripe nectarine and 

apricot and orchard blossom on the nose, followed by a nicely textured pal-
ate with more apricot fruit and fresh acidity before a very satisfying finish. 

You could happily serve this with a roast chicken or a roasted butternut 
squash.

There is no doubt that sales and interest of organic wines are growing 
significantly and so here are two reds to pair with the traditional Sunday 
roast lamb. 

Ramon Bilbao Organic Rioja 2019 (selected Co-ops £10) was made 
from tempranillo with a little garnacha and was aged for eight months in 
older American oak barrels. 

This is a quite modern style rioja. There are red fruits, violets and a little 
spice on the nose, followed by a supple, fruit-driven palate with some ripe 
tannins in the background.

Reyneke Organic Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon 2019, Western Cape 
(Hermitage Cellars £11.75) is in essence almost entirely shiraz and, after a 
natural fermentation, 25 per cent of the wine was aged in older oak barrels 
for several months. 

The nose offers dark plums, some dried herbs, spice and a little savouri-
ness, followed by a juicy but really well balanced palate with a long finish. 

This really over-delivers and would work equally really well with roast 
beef or your first barbecue of the season.

Easter wines for your first 
barbecue of the season...

By Alistair Gibson of Hermitage Cellars, Emsworth
Co-op Irresistible Eight Acres Sparkling Rosé, Côtes-du-Rhône Blanc Vidal Fleury, Ramon Bilbao Organic Rioja, Reyneke Organic Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon
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Regency England – from 
Bridgerton to Stansted

THE Netflix show, Bridgerton, set in the com-
petitive world of Regency era London’s ton 
during the season, is one of the most-watched 
in recent television history.

The glittering world of débutantes and dukes 
has captured the public’s imagination, but how 
true are the storylines? 

Probably not very, but the atmosphere and the 
surroundings and the historical references give 
a good flavour of that time and Stansted House, 
in Rowlands Castle, can give you an insight into 
some of the history of that period. 

The programme is set in between 1815 – 1827, 
the Regency period, a time when King George 
III was too ill to be able to rule alone and the 
Prince Regent became the nominal ruler of Great 
Britain. 

The Queen Charlotte Ball, which features in the 
series was introduced by George III to celebrate 

her birthday, when debutantes were presented to 
the Queen – a tradition which continued until 
1958 when Queen Elizabeth II abolished the 
practice.

Today you can see paintings, furniture and 
decorative arts from this time, that were brought 
to Stansted when Lord and Lady Bessborough 
(senior members of the Ponsonby family) pur-
chased the Estate in 1924. 

The Ponsonbys were very much involved in 
the political, military and social life of the 19th 
century. 

Diaries and letters kept by the family help us 
envisage what life was like then. Among them are 
letters from Frederick Ponsonby and Henrietta, 
the third Earl and Countess of Bessborough. 

She was the most popular and gifted woman of 

the day and he an active member of parliament. 
They lived happily in Roehampton, frequently 

driving up to London for evening parties or to 
the theatre. 

No party seems to have been complete with-
out the wit of Henrietta and her beautiful sister 
Georgiana Spencer, who married the Duke of 
Devonshire.

Henrietta would rise early, oversee her daugh-
ter’s lessons, and would then read and play music, 
frequently riding in the afternoon and ending the 
day with a trip to the theatre, opera or a party. 

Her daughter, Lady Caroline Ponsonby, mar-
ried the Hon William Lamb, a promising politi-
cian who later became Lord Melbourne, Queen 
Victoria’s first Prime Minister (as featured in the 
TV series Victoria). 

As was common at the time, their marriage was 
shrewdly orchestrated by his mother.  

Stansted House, in Rowlands Castle, the seat of the Ponsonby family during the exciting 19th Century. Opposite page from top left: Portrait of 
Henrietta Frances with two of her children by John Hoppner; Maria Fane By Sir Thomas Lawrence; a fan; the Blue Drawing Room.

By Celia Hodges, visitor manager at 
Stansted House
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The couple fell deeply in love and lived a very 
happy married life. Sadly, Lady Caroline began a 
short but well-publicised affair with Lord Byron, 
after which her mother took her away to Ireland 
to escape the scandal.  

Henrietta’s second son, Frederick, was another 
worry for her. He was severely wounded at Wa-
terloo having been left for dead on the battlefield. 

His recovery was undoubtedly due to the care 
and nursing he received from his sister. 

His sword and medals and other memorabilia 
from the Napoleonic wars feature in a new dis-
play at Stansted.

Those of you who have been admiring the 
beautiful fashions of the Regency ladies might 
share our love of the portrait of Lady Maria Fane, 
whose husband John William Ponsonby, Vis-
count Duncannon, who became the equivalent 
to Home Secretary in Lord Melbourne’s govern-

ment.
A devoted mother with 14 children, she cared 

little for London society and spent most of her 
time on charitable works and bringing up her 
large family. 

However, even she wasn’t immune to the gossip 
of the time, writing daily to her son, describing 
all that was going on at home, in London and in 
the political world. 

Letters were the life blood of the ladies of this 
era, as they could not easily travel out of the 
house, and certainly never unaccompanied. This 
is why there was so much excitement when the 
Season began in London each year.

It was a time when there was a chance to meet, 
fall in love and hope to marry someone who 
would be able to keep you in the manner that was 
financially sound, beneficial to one’s position and 
pleasurable. 

The season could make or break you!
Fans appear a lot in Bridgerton, allowing the 

ladies to cool themselves after dancing at such 
crowded parties and important fashion accesso-
ries of the time.

There is much discussion as to their use to send 
messages. 

For example, if the handle was pointed at the 
lips it was said to mean ‘kiss me’.

Stansted has a beautiful  collection of 
hand-painted fans collected by Lady Charlotte 
Schreiber.

You can see these and explore Stansted House 
during the summer months and even recre-
ate your own Regency ball by hiring some of 
these historic rooms for a wedding or function.  

Stansted House will be open from July 10th 
until the end of September.

For more information, go to stanstedpark.co.uk
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False beards, a kilt and a pup 
for a day trip to the countryside

IT is over a century since this photograph was 
taken but I wonder if anyone has any knowl-
edge of who or what a Belgravian was?

Some might be what were called theatricals. I 
enlarged the photo and the Scotsman has a false 
beard. 

His uniform is not all that smart for a sergeant 
either, with the middle buttons undone.

I am sure the ‘lady’ sitting second from the 
right is a man in drag. 

The eyebrows seem far too thick for a lady, even 
back then, and they look rather masculine.

The sailor’s cap tallies tell us they are from HMS 
Excellent, HMS Venerable and HMS Venus.

The sailor’s tally second from the left, I cannot 
make out.

The man second from the left, seated, has an 
OXO advertising board by his side for some rea-
son. Perhaps a trophy for the day out.

The caption states that they are all out for the 
day in Rowlands Castle and I think the photo was 
taken with them posing on the green with Red-
hill Road behind them.

In 1910, the village would have made an excel-
lent day out from the town, as Portsmouth was 
then. 

They are all shod in boots rather than shoes 
which was the footwear of the period.

The photographer was Thomas Humphries of 
65 Guildford Road, Fratton, Portsmouth. 
n Several emails have come through from read-
ers about the then and now crossroad pictures I 
placed in the March edition of Border Times.

Most have pointed out that the sign for 
Emsworth which I thought was pointing in the 
wrong direction, was in fact correct, and was 
located to point out to heavy-duty high-sided  
lorries that a diversion was in place owing to the 
low bridge in Emsworth.

Several also pointed out that in their memories 
the crossroads was always called Bartons Cross.

In their days it was a physical crossroads rather 
than the safer staggered crossroads of today. 

None can remember it being called Woodlands 
or Skull and Bones crossroads.
n A little way out of the village perhaps, but I 

wonder how many of you commuters to London 
can remember passing under or over Woodcroft 
footbridge, long since demolished?

I have been told it was used by passengers using 
Woodcroft Halt. 

It was basically low wooden platforms used 
for naval personnel who attended Ditcham Park 
House to convalesce after an illness or after being 
injured in action.

It was only in use between October 4, 1943 and 
October 1, 1945. 

Ditcham Park House is now a prestigious 
school.

Speaking to retired train drivers, they told 
me that certain trains stopped to drop off water 
churns to supply the house seen on the far side of 
the railway line.

The white lines in the top right corner, on the 
opposite page, are multiple telegraph wires used 
to send messages from signal box to signal box of 
which there were many along the line.

If any of you have further information of the 
halt please let me know. 

Who or what were the Belgravians? Can anyone tell me who these chaps, pictured in September 1910, may be?          Pic: Ralph Cousins collection
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How many of you remember passing under, or over, this footbridge at Woodcroft between Rowlands Castle and Buriton tunnel?
                             Pic: Barry Cox postcard collection

Do you have memories and pictures of Emsworth, Westbourne, Rowlands Castle, Southbourne 
and the surrounding area that you would like to share? Bob Hind would love to hear from you. 

Email him at bobhind2014@icloud.com. 

If you leave Rowlands Castle railway station on the up side and look out of a window to the left, you can see in the field a small group of trees in 
a pit. This is a crater where a delayed-fuse bomb landed and exploded during the Second World War. So much earth was thrown around the field 
there was not enough to refill the crater. Trees have grown in the crater – a reminder the area was not always as peaceful as it is today.
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The night sky’s celestial beauty takes 
centre stage for national park comp
A MESMERISING shot of the 
Milky Way over an Iron Age hill-
fort and a crab venturing out for a 
night-time forage are among the 
stars of the South Downs National 
Park’s astrophotography competi-
tion.

More than 150 entries were re-
ceived for the National Park’s first 
cosmic photography contest and a 
judging panel has now chosen the 
winners across three categories. 

Taking the top spot in the South 
Downs Dark Skyscapes category is 
Milky Way from Cissbury by Neil 
Jones. The stunningly-intricate shot 
shows off the chalk landscape of Cis-
sbury Ring with an immense view of 
the Milky Way, as well as night-time 
views of towns and cities near the 
National Park.

Taking second place is Milky Way 
at Birling Gap, by John Fox. 

In the Living Dark Skies category, 
the first prize is awarded to Starry 
Crab, by Anthony Whitbourn, who 
captured a captivating shot of a shore 
crab at Cuckmere Haven.

Picking up second place is Gazing 
at Mars, by Luke Chipperfield, who 
captured an enthralling image of his 
two children looking up at the red 

planet while at River Rother Nature 
Reserve in Petersfield, Hampshire.

Third prize goes to Night Fox, by 
Richard Murray, who captured an 
incredible shot of a curious fox in his 
garden in Waterlooville, Hampshire.

The final category to be judged was 
Our Magnificent Moon, which had 
no geographic limit on where the 
photograph was taken.

Taking the top spot is By The Light 
of the Silvery Moon, by David Old-
ham, with a hauntingly-beautiful 
shot of Lord’s Piece in West Sussex.

Second place is awarded to Our 
Magnificent Moon, taken by Jashan-
preet Singh Dingra. The incredible 
shot of the moon was captured from 
the Punjab region of India.

Third prize goes to Moonrise over 
London, by Martin Howe, who 
captured the moon rising at twilight 
next to St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Winners will be picking up a prize 
of £150 for first place, £75 for second 
place and £50 for third place.

The National Park was awarded In-
ternational Dark Sky Reserve status 
in 2016 and is one of just 18 across 
the globe.

The People’s Choice vote winner 
will be announced this month. Starry Crab by Anthony Whitbourn

Milky Way from Cissbury by Neil Jones. By The Light of the Silvery Moon, by David Oldham
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St Hubert’s Church, Idsworth, and the Comet Neowise by Paul Rogers

Startrail Chestnut Tree by Anthony WhitbournNight Fox by Richard Murray

Neowise Over Arundel by Neil JonesMoon and Venus Skies by Fiona Fillary

Our Magnificent Moon by Jashanpreet Singh Dingra
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Raising awareness of agonising 
condition which has no cure

IT is an often debilitating condition that effects one in 10 women 
and yet endometriosis is rarely talked about. 

The gynecological disorder can affect every part of a person’s life – 
from agonising, heavy periods, painful intercourse, severe pelvic pain, 
infertility, nausea and can take a huge toll on mental health. 

There is no known cure for endometriosis and it currently takes an 
average of eight years to diagnose. 

That is something the people behind Endometriosis South Coast 
want to change that. 

The charity was set up by Havant monther-of-one, Jodie Hughes. 
She is currently studying for a PHD into the disparities in endometri-
osis care in the UK.

With support from friends in Chichester, Portsmouth and Clanfield 
who also have the condition, she will be undertaking a sponsored 
walk Princess Anne Hospital, Southampton, to Gunwharf Quays, 
Portsmouth, via Queen Alexandra Hospital, Cosham. 

Jodie said: ‘I set the charity up to raise awareness and support all 
people that have endo or are going through the diagnosis stages. This 
is often a tough time because it takes on average seven-and-a-half-
years. 

‘Endometriosis affects one in 10 individuals that were born female, 
which equates to approximately 176 million individuals worldwide.’
n Endometriosis incidence rates jump to up to 50 per cent in women 

who suffer with infertility.
n Endometriosis in young people and adolescents is rarely suspected 
and often ill-diagnosed. 
n 40 per cent of women become unemployed due to the impact on 
their health from the condition. 
n 46 per cent of patients with endometriosis need to have appoint-
ments with upward of five primary service doctors to gain a referral 
to a specialist and a correct diagnosis.’

Jodie added: ‘We are doing this walk to raise awareness of this 
gynaecological disorder because people are in agony daily because of 
this condition that is rarely talked about, this needs to change, and 
education needs to get better.’

Numbers for the walk will be determined by government guidelines 
regarding Covid-19. 

Participants will take part separately but join together virtually if 
restrictions are still in place. 

Every donation will help the charity reach its goal of bringing visi-
bility to this gynaecological disorder and to help reduce the suffering 
of women due to it. Donations over £5 will be entered into a raffle.

Go to endometriosissouthcoast.com To take part in an important 
survey on the disparity of treatment of endometriosis in the UK, head 
to roehamptonuniversity.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/a-study-on-the-effects-
of-location-ethnicity-and-care-app 

Members of Endometriosis South Coast who are raising awareness of the gynecological disorder
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WHEN retiring from education I boldly stated ‘I’m not retiring, just 
re-firing!’

And after leaving St James’ I trained as a SIAMS school inspector. Howev-
er, understandably, there are no inspections taking place in schools.

This gave me time to travel another exciting path training as an indepen-
dent celebrant for weddings, vow renewals, naming ceremonies, adoption 
ceremonies, funerals, celebrations of life and memorials. 

Not only is business booming, I am loving it. I have the privilege of meet-
ing so many wonderful families and people; either being part of an exciting 
new chapter in their lives or, in the case of funerals, offering much-needed 
guidance and comfort at their time of need.

The joy of a celebrant ceremony is that there is no script to follow and we 
create the service together. 

Luckily, I have an imagination that allows me to think out of the box so 
I’m brimming with ideas. I love creative writing and have plenty of experi-
ence with public speaking. Having conducted a variety of ceremonies I can 
guarantee that no two are the same.

It’s exciting and I never know what I will next be asked to do or even 
where. As no licence is needed ceremonies can be performed wherever you 
choose. It could be a family garden, a forest, the beach, a special venue – the 
choice is yours.

Over the past year it has been challenging for couples postponing their 
weddings and my job has been to guide and support them. There is a cau-
tious optimism now and bookings are flowing.

It is an honour to be asked to take the funeral of a loved one, a final fare-
well. For the past year these have taken place under lockdown procedures. 

By far the majority of families later comment that they actually preferred 

a smaller, more intimate service. 
However, this does mean that some family and friends could not be 

present which is why, when we are legally able, I am offering memorials and 
celebrations of life. 

With family input, I can create the ceremony and offer suggestions of 
venues too. 

I know I’ve made the right decision to be a celebrant when I receive feed-
back such as ‘You captured the very essence of us and so eloquently con-
veyed it to all attending. So much love and warmth came through from you 
that we really felt we were being helped by an old friend.’

Please have a look at my website to discover even more about my cele-
brant services – erikabcelebrant.co.uk

Not retiring, just re-firing!
Many of our readers will remember Erika Biddlecombe as the former headteacher of St James’ Primary School 

where she was known affectionately as Mrs B. Here Erika talks about her fascinating new career.

Erika Biddlecombe acting as celebrant for Geoff and Jenny

Grant for city’s new health and wellbeing hub
A CHICHESTER charity will be developing a 
health and wellbeing hub thanks to funding of 
£141,250 which has been released by Chichester 
District Council.

The money will go to the Chichester Commu-
nity Development Trust (CCDT) and was agreed 
at Chichester District Council’s Full Council 
meeting last month. 

The funding comes from Section 106 money 
which is collected from housing developers to 
spend on community improvements and facili-
ties. 

The money is collected when there is a need 
to balance the pressure created by a new devel-
opment with improvements to the surrounding 
area.

Chichester Community Development Trust 
represents the needs of new communities on the 
Graylingwell and Roussillon Park sites in Chich-
ester. 

Over the years it has taken on responsibility for 
several existing buildings such as the Graylin-
gwell Chapel and it now owns and manages them 

for the benefit of these new communities. 
As part of this work, the trust will be taking 

ownership of the original sales building on Ha-
venstoke Park and is now planning to transform 
it into a health and wellbeing hub for the local 
community.

When completed, the facility will offer a range 
of sport, health and wellbeing events and activ-
ities. This will include sporting and community 
opportunities for young people and creating 
programmes to tackle social isolation. 

Any profits secured from the project will be 
used to offer free or subsidised activities for those 
facing financial hardship.  

The new health and wellbeing hub will com-
plement the wide range of existing projects and 
events that the trust delivers for residents.

‘I’m delighted that this money will help deliver 
such a worthwhile project to residents in these 
new developments,’ says Councillor Roy Briscoe, 
Cabinet Member for Community Services and 
Culture at Chichester District Council. 

‘Our health and wellbeing is so important, 

especially at the moment, and so I look forward 
to seeing what a positive difference the new hub 
will make.’

Trust director, Clare de Bathe says: ‘The fund-
ing received from Chichester District Council 
will make such a tangible difference to this proj-
ect.

‘It will enable us to support even more people 
to feel stronger and better as we move on from 
the immense impact that Covid-19 will leave 
behind, caring for their bodies and minds. 

‘The pavilion is a space where all bodies are 
welcome, where people can connect with others, 
or simply focus on building themselves back up.  

‘Not only will it have wonderful facilities but 
the location of The Pavilion is so beautiful that it 
brings with it a therapy of it’s own, even for those 
simply stopping to enjoy some nutritious food 
and drinks from the café. 

‘We are immensely grateful to the council and 
with these funds we aim to open the doors to the 
public by early summer.’

Follow @thepavilionchichester on Twitter.
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OUR nature is in crisis. Trees and hedgerows 
provide vital food and shelter for wildlife, par-
ticularly in urban areas where natural food and 
cover may be harder to find.

Yet every year there are increasing reports of 
tree and hedge maintenance works being under-
taken during the sensitive breeding season.

The law is clear. It is an offence under Section 
1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981 
to intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest 
of any wild bird while it is in use or being built, 
or to intentionally kill, injure or take chicks or 
adults, or intentionally take or destroy any eggs 
(with some exceptions).

As a criminal offence, the police are respon-
sible for enforcing this legislation. Their advice 
is to call them using the 101 phone number to 
formally report any suspected illegal activity and 
make them aware of any evidence you have. 

This will help them to take swift action to halt 

works if needed. 
Please make sure you call as the police cannot 

act on social media reports. 
If no active nests are present, works may legally 

take place. However, RSPB’s advice to anyone 
considering tree or hedgerow management is 
that any work should be avoided between March 
and August.

RSPB conservation director Martin Harper 
said: ‘We don’t just advise this because the law 
protects active nests, we are also concerned that 
removing trees and hedgerows during this time 
can leave nature vulnerable.

‘This is the main breeding season for nesting 
birds, and where they need our trees and hedge-
rows the most as they build their home and raise 
a family. 

‘Our trees and hedgerows are vital for support-
ing many other species including insects, hedge-
hogs and much more.’

Your local knowledge is important. If you 
believe an individual or organisation is acting 
unlawfully and are undertaking works that put 
active nests at risk, please follow the steps below.

1. Speak to them and politely mention the risk 
to birds’ nests, and the laws protecting nests.

Contractors often claim they have carried out 
a visual inspection but this often proves to have 
been inadequate and chicks are harmed in their 
nests.

2. If they proceed, and you know there is an 
active nest at risk, contact the police on 101, and 
ask for a reference number.

3. If you have photographic/video evidence, or 
recent survey data showing the presence of nest-
ing birds please make the police aware of this.

For more information, visit rspb.org.uk

How to protect birds during 
the vulnerable nesting season

Sparrows nesting in a hedge. It is illegal to carry out tree or hedge maintenance if there are nesting birds            Pic: Kranich17 from Pixabay

By Malinda Griffin, coordinator of Havant
 Borough Tree Wardens
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By Justine Morgan
LOCAL tree wardens, wildlife enthusiasts and experts, are very 
concerned about the extensive, devastating yet ongoing felling of an 
area of trees on Comley Hill, near the Spire Hospital on the border of 
Rowlands Castle and Emsworth. 

The new fencing is preventing deer from safely completing their road 
crossing, causing an apparent increase in the number of deer being hit – at 
least two deer have recently been killed. 

Of significant concern, this area is a known a hot spot for many bat spe-
cies, including some of our most endangered. The Bechstein, Alcathoe and 
Barbastelle bats, our rarest woodland species, only found in a few sites in 
southern England and Wales, have all been recorded here.

Portsmouth Water and the ecology report for the neighbouring South-
leigh Park planning application, both confirmed their presence.

Why are bats important?
Bats help control pests, eating up to 3,000 insects every night. So UK bats 
won’t bite you or suck your blood – but will help clear the air of bloodsuck-
ing mosquitoes!

Making up almost a third of the UK’s mammals, they are a vital part of 
our native wildlife, telling us a lot about the health of environment.

Bats are incredible. They live up to 30 years; being more closely related to 
us than to mice, using echolocation to navigate and hunt insects at night.

Due to dramatic declines in numbers, the law protects all bat species: 
damage or destruction of a place used by bats – even if they’re not home – 
is a criminal offence.

Woodlands
Woodlands, which make up just nine per cent of England, face intensive 
threats which is hard to believe when we’re fortunate to live in this beautiful 
part of the world. England is the second lowest wooded country in Europe.

They provide invaluable homes for wildlife, whether the trees are decades 
old as here, or ancient woodlands such as that in nearby Havant Thicket, 
the site of the proposed reservoir and where rare bats have also been offi-
cially recorded. 

Trees of any age support the lives of many organisms. The older the tree, 
the more vital it is.  They are irreplaceable, home to many vulnerable and 
threatened species. 

Permissions
Of major importance, this felled woodland, on the border between East 
Hampshire, Havant, and Chichester appears to have been completely 

neglected by each council which 
have also failed to acknowledge the 
national importance of these rare bat 
populations.

There also appears to be a complete 
lack of cross-border collaboration 
between neighbouring authorities; 
a requirement of national planning 
policy.

The ownership of the land is 
believed to be the Southern Co-Op. 
Their plans for the area are thought 
to be for woodland burials. Claims 
that they are managing the land and retaining significant trees is cause for 
much question and concern when seeing the extent of tree cover lost first 
hand.

This further illustrates how the local planning processes appear broken 
as commercial gain repeatedly outweighs and shows little if any regard for 
conservation and wildlife, despite planning regulations intended to secure 
biodiversity gain.

Compounding this further, birds and mammals rely on wildlife corridors, 
such as the one from here to Havant Thicket, to live. With the increasing 
number of local developments impacting woodlands and fields, the cumu-
lative fragmentation of these corridors and wildlife, is disastrous.

Extinction
Experts would like to have had this woodland designated as a SSSI (Site of 
Special Scientific Interest) or better yet, a SAC (Special Area of Conserva-
tion), as it does have enough rare breeding populations of bats to qualify.

These help protect the area from planning applications. However, the rate 
of change required from the authorities to make these changes is so slow, it 
may be too late to save our rarest species. This is on top of an already dire 
situation – a quarter of UK mammals are at risk; 15 per cent are threatened 
with extinction.

What can you do to help?
Contact your local councillors to voice your concerns about protecting our 
unique and precious local woodlands and wildlife. It can and should make 
a difference.
Cllr Richard Millard  richard.millard@easthants.gov.uk
Cllr Michael Wilson HBC  michael.wilson@havant.gov.uk
Contact the following conservation charities to learn more: 
The RSPB, The Bat Conservation Trust and The Woodland Trust.

n Border Times contacted Southern Co-op for a response. In a statement 
the company said: ‘Southern Co-op currently owns and manages The Oaks 
Crematorium and the five-acre plot of woodland next door which we hope 
will provide a sensitively designed extension to the crematorium’s memorial 
areas that enhances the natural environment. 

‘Until that time, the woodland is continuing to be managed as it was 
before we acquired the site – as a sweet chestnut coppice, where the trees 
stems are felled on a three to 15-year rotation to make various timber prod-
ucts. All the trees felled in the recent roadside works were sweet chestnut 
trees and the stools will now be integrated back into the wider coppicing 
rotation. All of the significant old trees will be conserved and protected as 
will all the other flora and fauna.  

‘Since 2013 we have been working with Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust to protect and enhance the environment at The Oaks and the 
Trust is already monitoring and advising us on wildlife and environmental 
management issues at the woodland.’ 

Plea to save rare bat habitat

Above: Trees felled on Comley Hill. Right: A brown long-eared bat 
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Dear Editor
THANK-YOU for pub-
lishing my article about 
The Valley of the Elms.

I have had lots of 
comment but, sadly, as 
yet - no booklet.

May I clarify a couple 
of things that I have 
been asked about? 

First – the depiction 
of the front cover is 
highly unlikely to be 
the original, this would 
probably have been a 

drab single colour bind-
ing as done at the time.

The penultimate sen-
tence has caused some 
confusion.

The scan of 319 pages 
refers to the copy of the 
book Bourne in the Past 
which the Westbourne 
Local History Group 
now sells on CD.

Thanks for a great 
new publication.
Kind regards,
Roger Wilding

Dear Editor
I WRITE with reference to the article Old photo 
proves landmarks are more than a century old in 
issue 6, (March 2021) of Border Times. 

I could be wrong, as it is difficult to see as 

printed, but the car in the 1915 postcard looks 
more like a late 30’s Morris or similar. 

The style of the car doesn’t look right for 1915.
Yours faithfully,
David Mitchell

IN the article, Horrendous attack on swan by 
out-of-control dog, on page 9 of the March edi-
tion of Border Times it said Patrick Marshall 
was urging anyone who witnessed the attack 
on the swan at Emsworth Mill Pond to contact 
police.

We have been asked to clarify that this 
course of action was not suggested by Mr Mar-
shall, but by someone else. 

We are happy to make that clear.
We would like to apologise to Mr Marshall 

for any upset the error caused him.  

Dear Editor
THANK you for your article 
about the A259 from Chichester 
to Emsworth in the March issue 
of Border Times.  

Unfortunately, the artist’s im-
pression that you show is mis-
leading.

Almost none of the route will 
be as portrayed if the Highways 
England plans go ahead.  

A separated cycle lane, as in 
the picture right, is what many of 
us have been fighting for since a 
group of us first suggested Chem-
route back in 2014.

But I am afraid that, as you ex-
plain in the text, it will be mainly 
constructed as a shared cyclist 
and pedestrian pavement.  

Cycling can be a main mode 
of transport to work, education, 
shops etc. 

But people will never leave 
their car behind if their bicycle 
journey is not direct, convenient 
and safe.  

Sharing the pavement, stopping 
at each access and side road, is 
just not attractive. 

For pedestrians who are less 
mobile, pushing a pram or have 
impairments of sight or hearing, 
imagine what it is like sharing the 
pavement with cyclists.

I suggest your readers look 
up Chemroute on Facebook for 
more information or contact 
ChiCycle or the Chicheseter cycle 
forum.

Meanwhile, does anyone know 
how to walk or cycle safely from 
Emsworth to Rowlands Castle?

I cannot see a way.
Kind regards,
Rupert Emerson

For cycling to be safe we need separate lanes

Unfortunately the new Chemroute will not have separate lanes for cyclists

Correction 

A postcard ofThe Green, Rowlands Castle, purportedly in 1915.               Pic: Barry Cox Collection

Could postcard’s date be wrong?Valley of the Ems
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Top deck service!

Dear Editor
I WOULD like to send praise to 
two ladies who served us at the 
Deck on the Go silver serving van at 
Emsworth Marina at lunchtime on 
March 13th.

Sam and Lauren were friendly, 

efficient and when I complimented 
them, they giggled with pleasure 
saying, usually they work as wait-
resses and so were really pleased!

A delightful interlude!
Best wishes
Fiona Greville

Dear Editor
THORNHAM sewage treatment plant on Thorney Island serves 21,000 
residents in Southbourne, Chidham, Hambrook, Nutbourne, Thorney 
Island, Westbourne and Emsworth. 

Due to 1,300 new houses being built in the last 10 years, the sewage works 
has to deal with 15 per cent more sewage. But, despite this, another 3,165 
new houses were put into the latest Chichester and Havant Local Plans.

Thornham works handles sewage to strict maximum flow limits set by the 
Environment Agency. However, when there are heavy storm water or high 
groundwater conditions, the works has to process up to four times its usual 
flow, up to 25,000 tonnes of waste water every day. 

In these situations, the works simply cannot cope. Diluted sewage, which 
has only received primary treatment for removal of unsightly solids, is then 
discharged to pour directly into the Harbour. 

The EA does allow use of storm water retention tanks for emergency pur-
poses, but they are not intended for daily use, or to be used as a ‘just in case 
we might exceed capacity’ measure.

The big problem is, unlike Apuldram which processes Chichester sewage, 
Thornham works has no UV disinfection facility and is already at the limit 
of the Environment Agency’s nitrogen discharge permit level. 

The works also has no sludge screening facility installed, and produces 
over 510 tonnes of ‘sewage sludge’ every year (Ofwat data). 

The Harbour Conservancy monitors the water quality each treatment 
works and, last November after failure of a nearby pumping station, dan-
gerous E. Coli bacteria levels at Emsworth Jetty reached over 70 per cent 
above the Environment Agency limit. 

So there’s health risks from swimming in the Harbour, and Thornham 
sewage is also decimating the local shellfish industry.

Save Our Harbour Villages (SOHV) has evidence, direct from Southern 
Water, showing there is no money for any work at Thornham before 2025, 
and also that there are insurmountable practical issues with increasing wa-
ter treatment capacity at the Treatment Works. 

In a statement, Southern Water said ‘The issue at Thornham works is not 
limited to treatment capacity but due to no environmental capacity in the 

receiving water to increase the load from the works beyond the current 
permit levels. 

The works already treats to the highest technical limits for the limiting 
factor for the waterbody (total nitrogen) that the effluent will be discharged 
into. 

Unless treatment beyond current technical limits can be achieved then 
the current consented volume will be the maximum permissible.’

Thornham works has only 750 houses worth of treatment capacity left. 
With the new housing developments that Chichester Council currently 
plans, Thornham treatment capacity will run out in 2024. 

Southern Water responses to latest planning applications even admit 
sewage treatment capacity is limited, and that they have just 24 months to 
find a solution. 

But they’ve also said there is no practical option to increase water treat-
ment capacity at Thornham, apart from building a sewage pipeline six 
miles west to Budds Farm, or creating a new long sea outfall. 

Even if these options were technically feasible, it would cost tens of mil-
lions and take over a decade to complete. 

Chichester District Council simply has to put a stop to current plans for 
1,700 new houses in Chidham and Hambrook and all the affected villages 
and towns west along the A259, until we can sort this sewage crisis.

SOHV made five 40-second videos showing the problems that are faced 
at Thornham sewage works,what this means for residents, and what you 
can do about it. Visit facebook.com/ChiSOHV

1. Thornham sewage treatment plant capacity is rapidly running out
2. Why Thornham sewage treatment works capacity can’t be increased
3. Issues behind increasing levels of sewage and Nitrates going into 

Chichester Harbour
4. Why limited capacity at Thornham means trouble ahead for 21,000 

local residents
5. What can you do to make your voice heard about poor harbour water 

quality?
Andrew Kerry-Bedell
On behalf of Save Our Harbour Villages

Campaigners say there is no solution for Thornham 
issue as harbour nitrates continue unchecked

Dear Editor
EVERY part of our district has shown incredible resilience since the first 
lockdown was declared a year ago.  

Southbourne lies at the extreme western edge of the district, and due to 
its closeness to Hampshire sometimes has a lower profile than some of our 
neighbouring Sussex parishes.

But the village has done its bit during the pandemic, and I wanted to say 
thank you to all who have helped the community during this difficult year.

So, thank you to the unsung heroes in Southbourne – the staff working 
at schools and care homes, and the voluntary groups set up by the local 
churches, Parish Council and Tuppenny Barn. 

Thank you also to the regiments on Thorney Island, the local self help 
groups and everyone else who has worked through the crisis. 

Thank you, Southbourne, you’ve done us proud.
Cllr Tracie Bangert, 
Southbourne councillor, Chichester District Council 

Southbourne has done us 
proud during pandemic
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The summer camp for 
waifs and strays

IN 1901, Rev Robert Dolling of St 
Saviour’s, Poplar, organised a sum-
mer camp at North Hayling for 60 
girls from London’s East End. 

Father Dolling, an Irish An-
glo-Catholic priest, had worked 
tirelessly from 1885 to 1896 in the 
slums of Landport for the Win-
chester College Mission and as vicar 
of St Agatha’s church, before moving 
to Poplar.

Hayling was described by Father 
Dolling as being a bit primitive, with 
no porters at the railway stations and 
no nearby shops. 

The camp consisted of large tents, 
washing facilities in an old railway 
carriage, and Siesta, an appropriately 
named old schooner moored in a 
small creek, where the girls slept. 

An awning had been specially 

made to cover it and all the bedding 
was in scarlet.

The girls rose at 7am and after 
breakfast attended church daily at 
9.30am before being free to play and 
explore ‘the delightful sea mud’. 

Shoes and stockings were aban-
doned, not possible in Poplar ‘be-
cause of the broken bottles’.

The residents, having been op-
posed to the idea of having ‘a herd of 
savages’ on the Island, found that the 
children were very well-mannered 
and it was hoped that they would 
return the next year. 

Sadly, Father Dolling died in1902.
n Photos by Cribb of Southsea. Pub-
lished in The Tatler and The Graphic 
in September 1901. Main source – 
findmypast.com newspaper archive. 

East End children throw off their shoes and play in Northney, above. Orderlies 
bath the younger children, below. Bottom, the Siesta and its sleeping quarters 

By Ann Griffiths
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WWW.DANIELTIDBURY.CO.UK

PA I N T I N G S   •  P H O T O G R A P H Y  •  P R I N T S
for home & of fice

Border Times is a huge supporter of the arts and creative industries, which is why we have launched Creative 
Classifieds. 

If you’re an artist, maker or even a baker, you can advertise on this page from just £30.  
It’s for freelancers who have a smaller advertising budget.

Standard classified adverts are 57mm x 100mm but the ads will be bigger until the page is filled. 
Email editor@bordertimes.co.uk

Oscar’s Reclaimed Desks & Tables
•

•
•

–
•

•
•
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Codeword

Brain Gym No.007

Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. 
Use the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to 
start you off.
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Sudoku

Simple Intermediate Difficult

Wordsquare

How you rate:

15 words - average;
20 words - good;
25 words - very good;
30 or more - excellent.

G
S I O
T A
H M R

Give yourself ten minutes to find as many words 
as possible using the letters in the grid. Each word 
must use the central letter and at least 3 others, 
and letters may be used only once. You cannot 
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns, but 
verb forms ending in ‘s’ are permitted. There is one 
9-letter word to be found.

Fill in the grids below so that every column, every row and each of the 3x3 boxes contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

Double Crossword

Across Down

Across Down

Quick Clues:

Cryptic Clues:
Choose either quick or cryptic clues.

 1. Game of 
chance to which 
sailors become 
accustomed (5,3,4)

 7. It has a shaky 
reputation as a 
writer! (5)

 8. Not an outstanding 
demonstration (3-2)

 9. A low cry (3)
 10. A number, for 

example, having 
a device for 
long distance 
communication (9)

 11. False description of 
the Tower of Pisa (6)

 12. Last month from 
my own fault I’m 
overdrawn (6)

 15. A mere agent may 
make one (9)

 17. Close object (3)
 18. Man of property, 

three quarters in 
gold (5)

 19. They’re played in no 
set order (5)

 21. Radio schedule 
from which no 
departure is 
contemplated (3,9)

Fill in the 
white squares 
with numbers 
1 to 9. Each 
horizontal 
block must 
add up to the 
number in 
the shaded 
square to its 
left, and each 
vertical block 
to the number 
above. 
Numbers may 
be used once 
in each block.

Kakuro

14 8

8 21

6 9 12

9 14 10

20 11

20

20

22 9 9

11 5 14

8 14

9 11

8

8

17

24

8

27

12

10

11

12

22

23

17

11

14

6

29

18

7

10

 1. Insubordination (12)

 7. Sudden thrust (5)

 8. Diminish (5)

 9. Arid (3)

 10. Spin on tiptoe (9)

 11. Fearful (6)

 12. Specimen (6)

 15. End (9)

 17. Epoch (3)

 18. Steer (5)

 19. Banal (5)

 21. Break (12)

Circlegram
Replace the question mark with 
a letter so that the letters within 
each circle can be arranged to form 
words on a common theme. What 
are the three words, and the letter 
represented by the question mark?

I
L

B
E

V M E

N R

O

E

T

I L
A S

U
C

?

Alphamuddle
Rearrange the letters in grid B to 
make five words that read both 
across and down. Five letters have 
been placed to start you off.

 T  
O    
   E
    
 E   

 
 
 
T
 A

B

T R E F
C H E E
T H O C
Y E C T
T H I B

F
R
H
S
O

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

264986 gives a sick feeling,
9365189 gives an infection,
7876249 gives a disease.

Niner

Quiz

 1. Transport for a 
small charge (12)

 2. Circle in never-
never dance (3)

 3. The minority of 
lawyers (6)

 4. First man to take 
up a craft (4,5)

 5. Prepared to  
fight (3-2)

 6. There’s possibly 
more credit in 
being very  
fast (2,6,4)

 7. Concerning a sailor 
who’s away from 
home (5)

 10. It has a back-
breaking job 
keeping down 
vermin (9)

 13. What one  
thinks about a bad 
side (5)

 14. Incline  
towards a simple 
building (4-2)

 16. Scope for  
cookery (5)

 20. It preserves timber 
and ropes for the 
sailor (3)

 1. Drawback (12)

 2. Prohibit (3)

 3. Dismal (6)

 4. Utter suddenly (9)

 5. Skill (5)

 6. Loss of speed (12)

 7. Stratum (5)

 10. Prerogative (9)

 13. Bit (5)

 14. Trade (6)

 16. Rule (5)

 20. Little devil (3)

1. In which European country is the port of Split?

2. Which English dramatist wrote Hamlet and 

Othello?

3. What relation was German World War I 

emperor William II to Queen Victoria?

4. Which academic discipline takes its name 

from the Greek for ‘love of wisdom’?

5. For which country did Rugby Union full back 

JPR Williams play?

6. Which American doctor wrote The Common 

Sense Book of Baby and Child Care?

7. What is the capital of the Falkland Islands?

8. What sort of musical instrument might be 

grand or upright?

9. Which British novelist wrote Tarka the Otter?

10. What sort of creature is a stickleback?

12345678910111213

14151617181920212223242526
EUOANZWBSYJXP

DLFKGHQVIRCTM
5935

431687
157293
725964

695182
42356

2648
5987272
384168

17815
4565

CIRCLEGRAM:
The letter represented by the question mark is 
O.  Mercutio, Benvolio, Rosaline, all characters in 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD:
Across: 1 Pitch and toss; 7 Aspen; 8 Sit-in;  
9 Moo; 10 Megaphone; 11 Untrue; 12 Ultimo;  
15 Agreement; 17 End; 18 Owner; 19 Notes;  
21 Set programme.  Down: 1 Perambulator;  
2 Hop; 3 Nonage; 4 Test pilot; 5 Set-to;  
6 In record time; 7 About; 10 Mousetrap;  
13 Ideas; 14 Lean-to; 16 Range; 20 Tar.

QUICK CROSSWORD:
Across: 1 Disobedience; 7 Lunge; 8 Abate; 9 Dry; 
10 Pirouette; 11 Afraid; 12 Sample; 15 Terminate; 
17 Era; 18 Guide; 19 Trite; 21 Interruption.   
Down: 1 Disadvantage; 2 Ban; 3 Dreary;  
4 Ejaculate; 5 Craft; 6 Deceleration; 7 Layer;  
10 Privilege; 13 Piece; 14 Barter; 16 Reign;  
20 Imp.

QUIZ:
1 Croatia; 2 William Shakespeare; 3 Grandson;  
4 Philosophy; 5 Wales; 6 Benjamin Spock;  
7 Stanley; 8 Piano; 9 Henry Williamson; 10 A fish.

NINER:
INCUBATES

WORDSQUARE:
amigo, argot, aright, gait, garish, gash, ghost, 
girt, girth, gist, goat, gosh, gram, gratis, grim, 
grist, grit, grits, groat, histogram, hogs, might, 
right, rights, rigs, sago, shag, sigh, sight, sigma, 
smog, stag, stigma, tags, toga, trig.

ALPHAMUDDLE:
Botch, Ochre, Thief, Crest, Hefty.

Solutions

KAKURO:

SUDOKU: Simple: Difficult: Intermediate:

CODEWORD:
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Under-18s show they have mental 
health in Mind with virtual runs

OVER the course of the Six 
Nations tournament, the 
Under- 18 Academy Team from 
Havant RFC attempted to run a 
collective total of 4,269 km. 

This is the equivalent distance 
of running to each national six 
nations stadium consecutively, 
starting and finishing at our 
home stadium.

The team, made up of 48 
Under-18 players and coaches, 
completed this challenge by 
running a total of 4,419 km in 
six weeks for the mental health 
charity, Mind.

A total of 48 players and 
coaches took part.

Players were tracking their runs 
weekly with targets set by the 
strength and conditioning coach.

The biggest contributors were:
Player Jones - 356.54 km
Player Krys - 252.75 km
Player Woolhead - 207.19 km
Player Whitlock - 180.43 km
Player Chapman - 160.28 km
Coach Nixon - 482.32 km
The team have raised £1,330 for 

Mind.
Havant RFC Academy 

attempted this challenge in order 
to keep their players engaged and 

to focus on their fitness levels, 
but more importantly for their 
positive mental health. 

The Academy ‘s head coach, 
Steve Woolcombe, said: ‘Getting 
out and maintaining some level 
of fitness is vital to keep our 
players ready for our return to 
Rugby. 

‘More importantly, we know 
exercise is great for mental health’.

As well as this, the players 
and coaches are participating 
in weekly virtual Hiit (high-
intensity interval training) 
sessions, quiz nights and match 
analysis.

Anyone who would like to 
make a donation can do so at 
justgiving.com and searching for 
Havant Rugby Academy under 
‘crowdfunders’. 

n Havant Academy is delighted 
to be starting their outdoor rugby 
programme again. 

Interested in playing rugby? 
Havant Academy is recruiting 
new Under-18 players, all abilities 
welcome. 

Please contact academy@
havantrfc.co.uk for more 
information.

Oscar’s Reclaimed Desks & Tables
•

•

•
–

•

•
•

Youngsters from Havant RFC Academy working hard on the pitch before restrictions were brought in. They can’t wait to start playing again. 
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By Alex Rennie, Havant Hockey Club
MORE than 20 members of Havant Hockey Club have spent time volun-
teering for the coronavirus vaccination programme.

Club sponsor Laly’s Pharmacy, based in Portsmouth, is one of the high 
street sites being used by the government, offering jabs seven days a week.

To support the effort, more than 20 hockey club members have signed-
up for volunteer shifts, helping to manage the queue and other tasks at the 
vaccination centre.

Becky Smith, who volunteered at the pharmacy, said: ‘It was great to join 
the gang of volunteers on a Saturday morning for my first shift supporting 
the Covid-19 vaccination rollout, and especially to support one of our main 
club sponsors Laly’s Pharmacy in Portsmouth. 

‘As volunteers – masked up and in our high-viz vests – we check in and 
marshal everybody through the vaccination clinic, supporting the Lalys 
medical team who administer the vaccinations. 

‘The four-hour shift flew by, and knowing that I have supported another 
150-plus people to receive their first jab is really rewarding.’

It comes as England Hockey has announced the plans for the resumption 
of playing following the government’s announcement of its roadmap out of 
lockdown.

At the time of writing, all the indications are that from March 29th club 
activity will be able to resume allowing for training, intra club activity and 
even some extremely local friendly match play where people can travel 
independently or in household groups.

The club has also run a successful club webinar looking at preparing for 
the return of play and the mental health and wellbeing side of lockdown. 

This was led by 1st XI strength and conditioning coach James Dunn, who 
gave advice on getting back to match fitness. 

He warned that players are three times more likely to be injured with four 
or less training sessions prior to the first match and advised gradual return 
to training before taking part in competitive matches. 

Club supports vaccine rollout

Havant Hockey Club members Becky Smith, Chris Pickett, Jenny 
Bulled-Davis and Jack Davis with Baldev Laly from Laly’s Pharmacy

Our Services 

Website Design
Successful website design 
includes a lot of different 

elements, it’s all about your 
audience understanding.

Hosting
Host your website on our 

unlimited bandwidth servers.

Email Mailboxes
Custom email 

addresses such as 
info@yourdomain.co.uk.

 

Info@webuddy.co.uk               www.webuddy.couk

SPECIAL OFFER
Websites from 

£245!!!
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By Rob Thompson, chairman of Rowlands Castle 
Tennis Club
THE good news is we can start playing tennis 
again from March 29th, when the courts will be 
open for singles and doubles – in a Covid-se-
cure environment.

Our popular Club Nights start again on Mon-
day, April 12th and run on Mondays and Fridays 
from 6-8pm. 

It is a great way to meet new people in the 
village and when allowed enjoy some socializing 
afterwards!

We are located in the Recreational Ground, 
Rowlands Castle and hope this year to run a full 
programme of social tournaments, team matches, 
club tournaments and regular coaching sessions 
(for both juniors and adults).

Adult coaching, and Silver Tennis will also 
resume that week, and our popular Easter Junior 
Tennis Camp will be running from April 6th to 
8th. 

We managed to hold our club tournaments 
(and a finals day) last year, which always produce 
a good standard of tennis and normally large 
crowds. 

Let’s hope this year we can also serve up some 
strawberries and cream.

One of our most popular tennis groups has 
been our Silver Squad (70 and over) who met 
regularly over the summer months to play a re-
stricted form of the game, with low compression 
balls and a smaller court.

We welcome new members to our lovely club, 
and have several different membership catego-
ries, including our yearly family membership for 
under £100! 

We offer a variety of tennis opportunities, with 
fun tournaments, an adult/junior coaching pro-
gramme, social mix-ins, competitive local league 
tennis matches, and an online booking system. 

If you aren’t a member and are interested then 
please do get in touch with us, visit our website 
for details rowlandscastletennis.org. 

For coaching enquiries, contact Katie Rowley at 
ktrowley@btinternet.com.

Rally your way out of lockdown
with Rowlands Castle Tennis Club

Last year’s Rowlands Castle Tennis Club Ladies Doubles finalists, left, and the reigning Men’s 
Singles champion, Aaron Butcher
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Join the fastest growing sport 
in the UK – sign up for free!

LANGSTONE Pilot Gig Club has 
been given the go ahead to resume 
their rowing activities from the 
first weekend of April. 

The first to make a return to row-
ing will be club members and they 
are counting the days until they can 
get back on the water. 

Following this, club members are 
looking forward to introducing all 
new rowers to their sport and there 
has been no shortage of interest 
during the lockdown period.

After such a long period of lock-
down there is a strong desire to get 
fit, to try something new, get out on 
the water in our beautiful surround-
ings and meet new people. 

Along with the recent programmes 
on TV which have highlighted gig 
rowing as a fun, accessible sport for 
all that you can enjoy at any age, the 
club has also had lots of interest.

The Gig Club is so grateful for all 
their members who have continued 
to support them throughout the last 
year, and they also want to encour-
age new membership. 

As such, they have decided to offer 
a free joining period from April 1st  
through to July 31st – a saving of up 
to £75 for an adult member.

As a non-profit making registered 
community amateur sports club a 
free joining period reflects our desire 
to help with the welfare and fitness 
of the local community and that of 
former members.

Cornish Pilot Gig Rowing is one 
of the country’s fastest growing 
water sports enjoyed by more than 

8,000 rowers. The club benefits from 
a number of its members who are 
qualified British Rowing coaches en-
suring that all rowers receive the best 
possible introduction to the sport.

Gig Club Charity Challenge
Along with learning how to row for 
pleasure or competition, the club 
also offers opportunities for new 
challenges. 

Over the weekend of March 
6th/7th members took part in a How 
Far Can We Go challenge to see how 
many kilometres they could cover.  

Members covered the distance any 
way they wished – some walked, ran, 
swam, cycled, used paddleboards or 
rowing machines, see above. 

Photos were taken for social media 
and this really got club members 
connected again, supporting each 
other, and raising money for charity.

The distance covered was over 
1,040km – amazing! This was made 
up by more than  60 members all 
motivating each other.

Some of the younger student mem-
bers took part from Oxford, Notting-
ham, Bath and Cardiff and junior 
members walked around Hayling 
Island for four hours taking the total 
over the 1,000km mark.

Along with covering such a fan-
tastic distance club members raised 
more than £2,000 for Motor Neurone 
Disease. The challenge has now been 
given to all other gig clubs to see if 
they can beat us. 

By Jackie Tutt from Langstone 
Pilot Gig Club
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